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In  the  House  of  Representatives,  January  9,  1840 — 
On  the  subject  of  the  New  Jersey  election  for 
members  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Congress: 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said,  he  had  been  ra'her  a looker 
on  than  a participator  in  the  scenes  that  have  been 
acting  front  the  time  since  we  have  assembled;  and 
but  tor  some  charges  that  have  been  made  against 
the  Administration  lie  thought  it  his  duty  to  suppori, 
and  the  party  to  which  it  was  his  duty  and  his  pride 
to  belong,  as  well  as  some  doctrines  that  have  been 
advanced,  which  he  thought  pernicious  and  danger- 
ous in  all  their  bearings  and  tendencies,  he 
would  not  now  attempt  to  detain  the  body  in  its 
-struggle,  either  for  parly  ascendency  or  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  rights  of  the  people  of  New  Jer- 
sey; and  before  he  progressed,  to  oppose  the  for- 
mer, or  sustain  the  latter,  be  hoped  he  would  not 
be  considered  out  of  order,  if  he  responded  to  some 
of  the  charges  made  and  some  of  the  positions  ta- 
ken by  tne  Opposition,  not  directly  bearing  on  the 
question  really  before  the  House. 

The  first  charge  that  he  would  attempt  to  meet 
was  that  which  every  Opposition  member,  who  had 
addressed  the  House,  had  made  against  the  Demo- 
-cratic  party,  viz.  the  consumption  of  the  people's 
time  and  the  people's  money.  Sir,  we  have  fallen 
far  short  of  the  peop  e’s  expectations  in  the  time 
which  has  been  occupied  in  the  organization  of  the 
House.  But, sir,  I think  the  Democracy  of  this  House 
have  but  little  to  fear  from  the  people  in  this  strug- 
gle. They  have  been  maintaining  the  principles  they 
were  sent  to  maintain.  I mean  the  free  institu- 
tions of  our  country,  and  the  purity  of  the  elective 
franchise.  The  rights  and  dear  bought  suffrage  of 
the  freemen  of  a sovereign  S'ate  have  been  vio- 
lated and  trampled  upon  by  a corrupt  party  Go- 
vernor and  a corrupt  party  Council,  and  the  sove- 
reign will  of  the  the  people  sacrificed  at  the  shrine 
of  party  ambition  and  love  of  power  It  is  their 
wrongs  we  are  endeavoring  to  redress.  We  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  people,  though  we  remain 
in  this  struggle  till  doomsday.  No  frowns  or  po- 
pular indignation  await  us.  We  expect  to  and 
will  receive  their  smiles  and  approbation  for  our 
efforts  on  this  occasion-.  Let  thoxe  who  auach 
more  weight  and  character  to  the  certificate  and 
■broad  seal  of  a Governor,  and  the  dic'st;on  of  a 
Privy  Council,  than  to  the  voice  of  the  freemen  of 
a sovereign  State,  meet  the  consequences  and  re- 
-sponsibility  of  this  shameful  and  disgraceful  waste 
of  ‘ public  lime  and  public  money."  \ 

But,  sir,  how  have  the  “ public  money  and  the  public 
time"  been  wasted  bv  speeches;  and  who  is  it  that 
has  thus  wasted  the  l‘public  money  and  the  public 
time,"  by  speaking?  My  diary  will  show,  which 
I was  induced  to  keep  in  consequence  of  the  charge 
of  the  waste  of  the  “ public  money  and  the  public 
■lime,”  made  upon  the  Democracy  by  the  time  and 
money  saving  modern  Whigs! 

On  the  first  eleven  days  of  the  session  there 
were: 


Fir;tday, 

Whig  speeches. 

21 

Dem.  speeches, 
5 

Second  day, 

15 

7 

Third  day, 

13 

6 

Fourth  day, 

9 

1 

Fifth  day, 

15 

12 

Sixth  day, 

31 

13 

Seventh  day, 

10 

1 

Eighih  day, 

31 

14 

Ninth  day, 

19 

12 

Tenth  day, 

18 

12 

Eleventh  day, 

18 

6 

200 

94 

The  journals  will  show  that  nearly  all  the  mo- 
tions  made  and  the  questions  of  order  raised  to  con- 
sume time,  and  stave  off  the  organization  of  the 
House,  were  made  and  supported  by  the  Whigs. 

This  carries  us  up  to  the  close  of  the  eleventh 
day  of  the  session,  and  the  result  shows  that  the 
money  and  time  saving  Whigs!  of  this  House  have 
made  two  hundred  speeches,  and  the  Democrats 
who  have  been  charged  hourly  with  wasting  the 
“public  money  and  the  public  lime,"  have  made  nine- 
ty-four speeches.  I thought  it  my  duty  to  make 
this  expo<e  to  counteract  the  effects  of  a charge,  as 
unfounded  as  the  object  for  which  these  speeches 
have  been  made  is  corrupt,  at  least  in  their  ten- 
dencies, if  notin  their  intent.  Why  all  this  un- 
exampled strife  on  the  part  of  the  Opposition;  and 
why  this  wreckless  sacrifice  of  time  which  should 
have  been  devoted  to  the  country’s  business?  The 
world  will  understand  the  answer.  It  is  to  smuggle 
in  five  Whigs  to  seats  on  this  floor,  who  have 
about  as  much  right  here  as  the  remains  of  the 
cabal  who  disordered  the  administration  of  Charles 
the  Second.  I mean  John  B.  Aycrigg,  John  P.  B., 
Maxwell,  Wm.  Halsted,  Charles  C.  Stratton,  and 
Thomas  Jones  Yorke  men  whom  the  sove- 
reign freemen  of  New  Jersey  have  pro- 
nounced through  the  ballot  box,  in  the  proper 
legal  and  constitutional  manner,  politically  un- 
worthy, and  unqualified  longer  to  hold  seats  on. 
this  floor.  Sir,  those  who  are  supporting1  the 
usurpers,  or  the  certificated  members,  had  no  ex- 
pectation that  they  could  hold  their  seats  longer 
than  the  time  when  a committee  could  report  upon, 
their  pretensions.  Th»  object  was  to  smuggle  them, 
in,  that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  to  vote  in. 
the  organization  of  the  House,  or,  in  the  language 
of  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Chinn,]  that 
they  might  cast  their  votes  for  John  Bell.  Yes, 
sir,  this  was  the  object.  The  right  of  suffrage  is 
to  be  trampled  upon,  the  purity  of  the  elective 
franchise  must  be  violated,  and  the  voice  of  a sove- 
reign State  treated  with  contempt,  to  the  end  that 
John  Bell  might  be  Speaker  of  this  House.  Sir, 
such  an  attempt  is  not  more  idle  than  it  is  vain-1 
John  Bell  will  never  be  Speaker  of  this  House 
while  his  name  is  John  Bell,  nor  will  these  usurp- 
ers get  seats  in  this  hall  again,  until  the  voice  oC 
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New  Jersey  shall  pronounce  them  entitled  to  them. 
But  more  of  this  hereafter. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I think  I have  seen  a disposi- 
tion manifested  here  to  carry,  by  violence,  the 
■unjust  and  assumed  claims  of  the  Whig  New 
Jersey  pretenders.  When  all  other  means  should 
fail,  violence  seemed  to  be  the  intended  resort. 
Questions  of  order  have  been  raised,  involving  no- 
thing but  quibbles,  the  most  contemptible  to  the 
most  ordinary  understanding.  When  1 was  ad- 
dressing the  House  the  other  day,  I was  ar- 
rested (or  the  Clerk,  while  reading  the  evi- 
dence upon  which  I was  predicating  my  re- 
marks, was)  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey, 
[Mr.  Randolph  ] The  evidence  which  I was 
causing  the  Clerk  to  read,  was  the  certificate  of  the 
Secretary  of  Slate  of  New  Jersey,,  ceitifying  that 
Messrs.  Dickerson,  Vroom,  Kille,  Ryall,  and 
Cooper,  have  a majority  of  all  the  votes  polled, 
and  were  duly  elected  members  of  the  Twenty- 
sixth  Congress;  also  certificates  of  the  election 
officers,  and  affidavits  of  others  having  a know- 
ledge of  the  case.  While  the  reading  was  going 
on,  Mr.  Randolph  objected  to  the  reading  of  the 
papers,  for  the  reason  that  these  papers  were  never 
before  the  Governor  and  Privy  Council.  The  gen- 
Uleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Vanderpoel,]  said 
lhat  he  was  authorized  by  Messrs.  Dickerson  and 
Vroom  to  say  that  they  were  before  the  Governor 
and  Council.  The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey, 
[Mr.  Randolph,]  said  they  were  not.  The  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  Vanderpoel]  rejoined 
that  these  papers  were  copies.  Does  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Randolph]  mean  to 
deny  that  the  original  papers,  of  which  these  are 
copies-,  were  never  before  the  Governor  and  Privy 
Council  of  New  Jersey?  The  gentleman  from 
[New  Jersey  [Mr.  Randolph]  dropped  his  head  and 
said,  “JVo,  sir.”  Sir,  such  a quibble  is  too  con- 
temptib'e  for  this  place.  It  is  unworthy  of  ihe 
gentleman  himself;  it  is  unworthy  of  this  House 
and  this  body;  it  is  alone  worthy  of  ihe  most  piti- 
ful seventh-rate  pettifogger.  Sir,  I trust  I shall  not 
again  be  interrupted  by  a question  of  order  involv- 
ing such  a quibble. 

It  is  the  strongest  evidence  of  a bad  cause,  when 
it  must  be  maintained  by  low  quibbling. 

But,  sir,  gentlemen  will  find  blustering  threats 
and  boisterous  denunciations  as  ineffectual  as 
quibbling.  They  will  find,  when  such  means  are 
resorted  to  to  carry  measures  over  the  Democracy 
lere,  that  they  are  barking  up  the  wrong  tree,  or. 
what  may  be  worse,  that  they  have  not  treed  their 
game  at  all.  There  is  too  much  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary blood  flowing  in  the  veins  of  the  Democracy 
liere  to  quail  or  wince  for  a moment  at  all  ihe 
Hast  and  bluster  that  can  be  paraded  in  ihis  dying 
struggle  of  Federalism.  It  will  all  be  regarded  as 
*L  sounding  brass  and  tinkling  cymbals .” 

As  the  floods  rush  from  the  mountains  of  Ethi- 
opia, to  the  oveiflowing  of  the  Nile,  and  to  the  en- 
riching of  ihe  valleys  and  plains  of  Egypt,  so  has 
"been  the  torrent  of  public  sentiment  and  approba 
tion  through  the  medium  of  the  ballotbox,  in  favor 
of  the  leading  measures  of  this  Administration,  and 
ihe  glorious  and  hallowed  cause  of  Democracy  and 
the  people.  S r,  with  the  Revolutionary  blood  and 
^patriotism  of  our  ancestors,  backed  by  the  thun- 


dering voice  of  approbation  by  millions  of  freemen, 
are  the  Democracy  to  be  awed  or  intimidated  by 
the  threats  or  frowns  of  a conquered  and  dying  par- 
ty in  their  last  spasmodic  agonies?  No,  sir;  its 
effect  is  but  to  produce  the  sneer  of  contempt  and 
derision.  As  it  is  common  here  for  gentlemen 
Whigs  to  give  their  young  friends  (new  Vfhig  mem- 
bers) advice,  so  I will  volunteer  some  advice 
to  my  young  friends  ; and  that  is,  to  treat  with 
contempt  and  scorn,  all  the  blasting,  blowing,  blus- 
tering, and  bullying  displays  they  may  see  here 
or  elsew  here,  though  the  fiercest  Federal  lions  be 
turned  into  this  hall,  and  though  their  “ shaggy 
tails  be  erect,  and  their  jaws  bedaubed  with  human, 
blood,”  they  really  have  no  terrors;  the  people 
have  extracted  their  teeth;  they  can  do  nothing  but 
shake  their  manes  and  growl;  approach  them,  lay 
your  band  upon  them,  they  are  tame;  they  are 
like  Daniel’s  lions;  the  hand  of  God  rested  on  themj 
the  hand  of  the  freemen  of  this  couniry  rest  upon 
the  Federal  lions  and  bullies  of  this  day.  When 
1 first  entered  this  hall,  1 entered  wnh  seme  trepi- 
dation— such  is  Ihe  Whig  sysiem  of  puffing  by 
the  lean,  lank  dogs,  in  the  character  of  penniless 
letter  writers,  who  beset  this  Capiiol  by  throngs, 
and  whose  hungry  ye'p  is  neverout  of  your  hearing. 

I expected  to  see  men  gigantic  in  body  and  intellect;; 
such  is  the  effect  puffing  has  upon  the  mind  of” 
objects  at  a distance;  but  when  I came  to  mingle 
with  ihero,  I found  few  ofdhern  whose  bodily 
altitude  exceeded  that  of  my  own  and;  when  I sur- 
veyed them,  I saw  nothing  in  them,  mentally  or 
physically,  to  be  feared;  I found  them  just  such- 
creatures  as  surrounded  me  at  home  every  day;  I 
saw  nothing  here  at  which  a well  corn,  and  pork 
fed  Western  Ruckeye  would  not  douce  his  wool-hat,. 
throw  of  his  linsey  hunting  shirt,  roll  up  his  sleeves, 
and  “t calk  right  into.” 

We  have  heard  the  tempest  of  party  howl;  we 
have  felt  the  rain  fall  in  torrents  from  the  party 
elements;  we  have  been  pelted  by  the  hail;  we  have 
seen  the  lightning  flash;  and  we  have  heard  the 
thunder  peal  and  roll  over  our  heads;  but  we  have 
not  been  stricken  down  in  tuin  by  its  bolts;  and  all 
this,  too,  when  foul  Federalism  had  reared  its  crest 
to  ils  greatest  altitude — to  the  threatening  of  the 
overthrow  of  our  simple  Republican  institutions. 
What  now  have  we  to  fear,  when  it  sneaks  to  hide 
its  guilty  face,  and  is  ashamed  of  its  very  name. 
Ft  writhes  under  the  feet  of  our  free  insiitutions  as. 
the  reptile  squirms  under  the  heel  of  man. 

Sir,  as  if  to  prepare  the  Opposition  for  a contest 
of  violence,  the  New  Jersey  usurpers  have  been 
advised  not  to  jump  out  of  the  windows,  as  was 
the  case  at  Harrisburg.  The  Democracy  of  this 
House  have  manifested  no  disposition  to  maintain 
their  principles  by  bowie  knives,  or  carry  out  their 
measures  with  brickbats.  The  admonition  was.- 
gratuitous  and  uncalled  for.  Nor  was  it  the  De- 
mocratic members  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania who  threatened  violence  to  the  corrupt 
usurpers  who  claimed  seats  in  that  hall.  It  was 
ihe  honest,  hard-handed  Democracy,  who  rallied  to 
the  standard  of  their  country  when  their  legislative 
halls  were  to  be  corrupted  by  usurpation  and 
fraud.  It  was  the  kind  of  men  who  maintain  and 
support  your  country  in  peace,  and  defend  it  in  war. 
They  were  the  kind  of  men,  and  governed  by  ihe- 
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?ame  political  principles, who  were  called  plebeians 
in  the  republican  days  oi  Rome,  who,  when  An- 
thony offered  Caesar  the  crown,  threw  up  their 
sweaty  caps  and  clapped  their  hard  and  chapped 
hands,  at  his  refusal  to  accept  it.  Anthony  per- 
sisted, and  offered  it  aeain.  Cresar  refused  it;  they 
threw  up  their  caps,  shouted  in  token  of  appro- 
bation, and  clapped  their  chapped  and  hard  hands; 
but  the  patricians  groaned  and  hi<sed.  Again  An- 
thony offered  him  the  crown;  but  again  Caesar 
passed  it  with  his  hand  from  his  head.  The 
patricians  groaned  and  h'ssed;  but  the  plebeians 
continued  to  throw  up  their  sweaty  caps  and  clap 
their  hard  and  chapped  hands.  These  were  the 
kind  of  men  who  filled  the  streets  and  crowded  the 
legislative  halls  of  Harrisbureh.  They  saw  that 
their  liberties  were  in  danger,  and  they  rallied  to 
the  defence  of  their  institutions  and  the  purity  of 
the  elecuve  franchise.  Such  men  do  not  crowd  the 
streets  and  avenues  of  Washington  city  and  over- 
flow the  legislative  halls  of  this  Capitol.  No,  sir; 
the  usurped  in  this  case  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
the  populace  hera.  Sir,  with  many  honorable  ex- 
ceptions, our  streets  and  avenues  are  crowded  with 
blacklegs,  political  jugglers,  hungry  expectants, 
loving,  lean  lazaront  loafers,  bank  vassals,  and 
Federal  minions,  congregated  from  all  parts  of  the 
Union.  Dandies,  coxcombs,  and  liveried  drones, 
whose  subsistence  depends  upon  theft,  begging 
or  fraud,  or  upon  the  “ glories  of  the  credit 
and  banking  system Hence  it  is  that  you 
hear  from  your  galleries  shouts  of  approbation 
and  joyous  applause,  when  you  gain  any  thing 
like  a temporary  Whig  victory  over  the  cause 
and  principle*  of  Democracy,  however  contempti- 
ble and  pitiful  that  victory  maybe.  Sir,  I think 
I can  give  the  userpers  assurance  that  they  are  on 
the  right  side  for  safety  here;  but  I could  not  insure 
them  from  decapitation  if  they  were  to  present 
such  claims  in  the  Capitol  of  Harrisburg.  Sir,  as 
usual,  we  have  heard  the  success  of  the  cause  of 
Democracy  attributed  to  corruption,  Executive  in- 
fluence, usurpation,  base  vassalage,  party  slander, 
and  servile  submission.  Yes,  sir,  the  Admmistra- 
tion  and  all  its  measures;  the  Harrisburg  Con- 
vention; the  election  of  General  Harrison,  and 
the  success  of  th?  Federal  parly;  and  the  contest 
for  party  ascendency  in  the  next  Presidential  elec- 
tion, have  all  been  drawn  into  the  vortex  of  discus- 
sion, on  the  simple  proposition  of  the  New  Jersey 
election  returns;  and  fre°  drafts  in  that  discussion 
made  from  the  columns  cf  the  most  slanderous  and 
degraded  Federal  sheets  of  th;s  day  of  political 
strife  and  reckless  turmoil,  to  abuse  the  Adminis- 
tration and  its  measures, and  the  Democratic  party. 

I meet  and  face  the  whole  in  my  weak  way. 

Such  charges  are  in  bad  time,  and  from  a quar- 
ter which  -should  blush  to  name  them.  This  Ad- 
ministration is  emphatically  an  Administration  of 
the  people — its  leading  measures  float  upon  an 
overflowing  fide  of  public  approbation — its  ene- 
mies are  the  enemies  to  free  institutions,  equal 
lights,  and  human  liberty.  To  denote  it  in  such 
terms,  is  but  a reiteration  of  the  high  toned  Fede- 
ral and  aristocratic  doctrine,  w'hich  constitutes  one 
of  the  fundamental  principles  of  that  party  who 
deny  an  intelligence  and  virtue  to  the  people,  suf- 
ficient for  the  purposes  of  self-go venment.  What 


Executive  influence,  usurpation,  or  control,  I ask, 
was  made  to  bear  upon  the  great  body  of  the  Ame- 
rican people,  even  if  they-  were  subjects  of  cor- 
ruption, so  as  to  secure  the  support  which  the  Ad- 
ministration and  its  measuies  have  received  other 
than  the  correctness  of  the  Administration, 
and  the  purity  of  the  measures  themselves? 
Has  it  been  done  through  the  influence  of  Fede- 
ral officers?  No,  sir;  they  may  have  done 
their  part  in  the  support  of  the  Administration  and 
its  leading  measures,  as  they  were  and  are  bound  to> 
do;  those,  I mean,  who  are  from  principle  attached 
to  it;  but  there  is  art  antagonist  principle  sufficient 
to  counteract  all  their  influence.  More  than  one 
half  of  all  the  Federal  officers  of  this  Government, 
from  the  heads  of  bureaus  in  the  Department  of 
State  here,  down  to  the  most  petty  postmaster  ia 
the  country,  are  hostile  to  this  Administration,  its 
measures,  and  the  Democratic  party  and  its  princi- 
ples, who  exert  themselves,  to  the  extent  of  their 
personal  and  official  influence,  to  prostrate  the  Ad- 
ministration and  subvert  the  Democradc  institu- 
tions. Is  it  the  newspaper  presses  through  the 
country  favorable  to  the  Administration  and  its 
measures,  to  the  Democratic  parly  and  i s princi- 
p'es,  that  have  produced  it?  No,  sir.  They  may 
have  done  their  part  as  they  were  and  are  bound  to 
do;  and  they,  no  doubt,  have  exerted  themselves 
to  the  extent  of  their  means.  It  is  due  to  them  to 
say,  that  they  have  done  much.  But  there  is  are 
antagonist  principle,  which,  to  a great  extent, 
neutralizes  their  efforts  and  their  influence.  There 
are  more  than  three  newspaper  presses  in  this  Go- 
vernment opposed  to  this  Administration  and  its 
measures,  and  to  the  Democratic  party  and  their 
principles,  to  one  that  is  favorable;  and  I might 
ask  the  man  who  charges  slander  and  detraction  to 
the  Democrat  c newspapers,  O!  shame,  where  is' 
thy  blush ! Look  at  your  Federal  sheets,  sir, 
from  your  base,  bought  up,  corrupt  vassal  sheet, 
the  Courier  and  Enquirer,  down  to  the  most 
contemptible  rag  that  bears  the  cognomen  of  a 
Wh  g newspaper  sheet.  What  are  they,  si",  but  a 
tissue  of  foul  channels  and  corrupt  and  filthjr 
sewers,  through  which  the  vilest  slanders  and. 
basest  falsehoods  are  c mmunicated  to  the  public 
mind,  not  even  th-*  misnamed  National  Intelli- 
gencer!!! excepted.  No,  sir:  the  great  principles 
of  reform,  which  are  on  their  march  to  the  pros- 
tration of  Federalism  and  the  downfall  of  bank 
dominion  and  bank  dictation,  are  the  result  of  the- 
examination,  intelligence,  and  patriotism  of  the 
freemen  of  this  country;  they  are  the  result  of  the 
‘■sober  second  thought  of  the  people ,”  which  is  never 
wrong.  Yes,  sir;  the  cry  of  Executive  corruption. 
i«  yelped  by  a party,  with  many  honorable  excep- 
tions, I am.  proud  fi  r my  country  to  say,  who  are 
-sustained  as  a party  by,  and  feed  upon,  the  putrid 
carcass  of  corruption  itself.  I wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  sneaking  politically.  The  cry  of  Executive 
influence  is  yelped  by  a party,  whose  prospects, pe- 
cuniary and  po  ideal,  are  lighted  up  and  cheered 
by  the  smiles  of  the  banks  and  the  credit  system, 
and  cast  down  and  overshadowed  by  thick  dark 
clouds  of  dismay  at  the  frowns  or  disappointments 
of  either  or  both.  The  blush  of  shame,  and  the  sa- 
cred cause  of  truth,  should  save  the  Democracy 
from  such  charges  from  such  a party  ! Against 
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■whom,  or  what,  is  this  interminable  war 
directed?  Who  is  it  intended  shall  drink  this  inex- 
haustible cup  of  slander  aud  detraction,  even  to 
Ihe  dregs  of  bitterness,  and  bonds  of  iniquity?  The 
snen  of  the  Administration,  think  you?  No,  no!  It 
is  not  against  men  that  all  this  unceasing  and  un- 
measured torrent  of  calumny,  detraction, 
and  falsehood,  is  directed.  No,  sir:  it  is  not  in- 
tended for  the  men  who  administer  this  Govern- 
ment, and  those  who  support  them.  It  is  against 
the  cause  of  Democracy,  and  the  free  institutions 
•of  our  country.  Men  are  used  merely  as  instru- 
ments of  illustration;  men  are  the  mere  mediums 
through  which  the  great  princip'es  of  equal  rights 
and  civil  liberty  are  to  be  overthrown.  No,  sir: 
■when  the  paity  tempest  howls  the  loudest,  and 
"when  the  storm  of  faction  rages  highest,  and  beats 
the  hardest  upon  our  plain,  simple,  Republican  in- 
stitutions, the  men  who  support  them  and  their  bit- 
terest assailants,  are  on  terms  of  intimacy  and 
friendship.  Yes,  sir;  and  even  those  who  are  the 
most  unmeasured  in  their  abuse  of  the  President 
and  all  his  leading  measures,  are  the  men  who  are 
to  be  found  most  frequently  at  the  table  of  his 
bounty,  and  who  drink  deepest  from  his  wine 
goblet.  And  all  this  is  right:  these  men  have  no  per- 
sonal hostility  to  Mr.  Van  Buren.  It  would  be  worse 
than  folly  to  tax  the  purse,  the  head,  the  heart, 
and  pollute  the  tongue  With  a warfare  fraught 
•with  such  cost,  such  iniquity,  and  such  foul 
slander,  merely  to  prostrate  the  earthly  ta- 
bernacle of  frail  men,  who,  by  the  immutable 
daws  of  nature,  must  in  a few  short  years,  perhaps 
months,  perhaps  days,  return  to  their  great  moiher 
earth;  become  the  food  of  worms,  and  mingle  with 
the  dust.  No,  sir;  it  is  not  against  men  this  war- 
fare is  waged:  I repeat,  that  the  object  is  to  over- 
throw the  Republican  institutions  of  our  country. 
"When  will  this  warfare  cease?  When  the  men 
who  administer  this  Government,  and  those  who 
act  with,  and  support  them,  pay  the  debt  of  na- 
ture, think  you?  No,  no.  The  termination  of 
their  existence  will  be  no  signal  to  cease  hostilities. 
They  never  will  cease  until  the  Federal  aristocratic 
prediction  is  fulfilled,  “ that  man  is  incapable  of 
self-government.  That  the  people  have  not  the  in- 
telligence and  stability  to  govern  themselves  ” This 
war  will  cease  whsn  the  reins  of  Government 
itehali  be  surrendered  by  the  many  to  the  hands  of 
of  the  wise,  the  wealthy,  and  the  great  few — when 
“ the  common  herd ” shall  become  the  vassals  of 
a few  “ exclusives' ’ — when  the  many  shall  become 
“hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water”  to  the 
few — then,  sir,  will  this  war  upon  human  liberty 
cease,  and  not  before. 

But,  sir,  have  the  Opposition  no  other  object  in 
pushing  the  fraudulent  claims  of  the  Whig  pre- 
tenders, than  the  maintenance  of  the  abstract 
lights  of  New  Jersey?  Yes,  sir,  I have  named 
one,  (the  election  of  a Whig  Speaker.)  But  that, 
in  itself,  is  but  a collateral  object. 

The  great  object  is  to  prrp  and  support  a rotten, 
tottering,  sinking  cause.  One  last  dying,  desperate 
effort  is  to  be  made  to  prevent  the  overthrow,  down- 
fall, and  final  ruin  of  the  once  great  and  p werful 
Federal  faction.  This  desperate  effort  to  trample  in 
the  dust  the  voice  of  New  Jersey,  is  a practical 
■demonstration  of  what  we  may  expect  as  to  the 


mode  and  manner  by  which  the  political  warfare 
is  to  be  conducted  in  the  approaching  Contest  for 
polical  ascendency.  It  is  a concert  of  action  with 
the  proceedings  and  result  of  the  Federal  National 
Convention  which  has  just  closed  its  operations  at 
Harrisburg.  Can  any  man  doubt,  for  a moment,, 
that  the  choice  of  a candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
made  by  that  convention,  is  but  the  tocsin  of  War 
to  rally  the  contending  factions,  of  all  denomina- 
tions, from  the  remotest  parts  of  the  Union,  to  the 
conflict  against  the  common  cause  of  Democracy 
and  human  liberty.  Virtue,  patriotism,  and  good 
order,  are  all  to  be  sacrificed  at  the  shrine  of  Fe- 
deral ambition  in  this  great  contest.  The  man  has 
been  selected  around  whose  standard  Antima- 
sonry, Abolitionism,  National  Republicanism,  Fede- 
ralism, and  every  other  ism  under  the  sun  except 
Demoeraticism,  may  rally.  Open  fight,  secret 
ameuscade,  fair  play  and  foul  play,  and  every  other 
mode  of  warfare  known  to  the  nations  of  the  earth,, 
civilized  and  savage,  is  to  be  adopted  and  used  in  this 
war.  All  missiles  and  weapons,  common  and  uncom- 
mon, broadswords  narrow  swords,  long  swords, 
short  swords,  straight  swords,  and  crooked  swords,, 
are  to  be  used  in  fighting  under  this  ring-streaked 
and  speckled  banner.  Falsehood,  fraud,  and  cor- 
ruption, will  be  in  market  for  the  highest  bidder. 
Every  venal  Federal  sheet  will  teem  wi  h foul' 
slander,  base  detraction,  and  unblushing  falsehood, 
and  the  tool  of  faction  who  can  lie  most,  will  re- 
ceive the  highest  price  for  his  occupation.  Yes, 
sir,  the  zeal  and  Christian  patriotism  which  were 
exhibited  on  the  plains  of  Palestine,  in  defence  of 
the  Holy  Land,  were  nothing  to  compare  to  the  zeal 
which  will  he  displayed  in  the  conduct  of  this  war 
upon  the  simple  institutions  of  freedom.  The  un- 
tiring efforts  of  the  monk  Peter  to  rally  the- 
Christian  nations  in  defence  of  the  holy  cause, 
will  s nk  into  ins'gnificance,  when  compared  with 
the  efforts  wich  will  be  used  by  the  Federal  dema- 
gogues to  rally  the  mercenary  factions  to  this  war” 
against  the  common  cause  of  Democracy.  But  to 
use  a common  Dutch  maxim,  it  will  be  all  nixr 
cume  rou s,”  or  it  will  be  applicable  to  a more  classic 
maxim,  “ montes  parlureunt,  et  ridiculus  nascilur 
mus .” 

Yes,  sir,  a convention  of  the  contending  fac- 
tions of  this  Union,  opposed  to  the  cause  and  prin- 
ciples of  Democracy  and  equal  rights,  has  been, 
held  at  Harrisburg;  and  the  farmer  of  Tippecanoe 
has  been  nominated  for  the  Presidency  ! And  the 
result  of  that  convention  will  be  about  as  it  was 
in  1836,  when,  for  the  purp  ses  of  sectional  divi- 
sion, General  Harrison,  Jndge  White,  and 
Daniel  Webster,  were  put  upon  the  track.  But. 
they  were  all  distanced:  so  it  will  be  in  1840.  Old 
Tecumsi-h  and  Kmderhook  will  distance  Tippeca- 
noe ami  the  man  of  the  Old  Dominion,  the  first  heat. 
If  1 were  capable  of  giving  Gen  ral  Harrison 
and  his  friends  advice,  it  would  be  to  just  put  their 
entrance  money  in  their  pockets,  and  leave  the' 
field;  and  if  they  have  forteitures  up,  let  them  ger 
that  will  be  the  savin*  game. 

But,  sir  perhaps  these  predictions  may  be  con- 
sidered impious,  for  I see  in  the  reported  proceed- 
ing, that  tne  Rev.  Mr.  Sprecker  pronounced  a bene- 
detion  upon  the  convention.  Now  I am  going  to  ani- 
madvert a little  upon  that  benediction,  and  let  no 
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man  impugn  my  motives, or  attach  irreverence  to  me; 
for  if  I have  one  feeling  of  grateful  recollection  for 
a Reverend  father  and  a pious  mother,  both  of 
whom  now  inhabit  the  nariow  house,  it  is  the  re- 
collection of  the  religious  and  pious  precepts  and 
principles  which  they  taught  me  in  sincere  piety 
from  my  youth  to  manhood  ; and  although  shame- 
fully loose  in  their  practice,  yet  when  I foiget  them, 
or  fail  in  filial  gratitude  to  those  who  taught 
them,  may  God  forget  me.  If  there  is  one  book 
on  earth  that  I reverence,  it  is  the  sacred  word 
from  which  I am  about  to  recite  a few  passages 
from  recollection.  It  there  is  any  one  of  the  great 
causes  which  operate  more  than  another  to  the  per- 
petuity of  our  Government,  the  stability  of  our  re- 
ligious and  civil  institutions,  the  peace  of  man  here 
and  a happy  and  glorious  immortality  hereafter, 
I believe  it  to  be  the  glorious  cause  of  Christianity. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Sprecker  may  be  a righmous  man — 
I hope  he  is  ; and  according  to  the  weight  and  au- 
thority here  given  to  “ prima  facie  evidence,”  I am 
bound  to  believe  so,  for  he  presents  that  evidence 
in  his  title  ; and  we  are  told  in  holy  writ  that  “ the 
prayers  of  the  righteous  avail  much."  But  if  I do  not 
much  mistake  the  import  or  meaning  of  that  bibli- 
cal maxim,  it  is  of  importance  to  the  success  of 
even  the  prayers  of  the  righteous  man,  that  the  ob- 
ject of  his  prayer  should’be  worthy  of  Divine  ap- 
probation. Holy  writ  furnishes  us  with  many  con- 
soling evidences  of  the  powerful  and  miraculous 
effects  of  prayer,  when  made  at  the  throne  of 
Divine  mercy  ; evidences  which  show  not  only  the 
duty  and  importance  of  prayer,  but  also  the  power, 
mercy,  and  goodness  of  Him  at  whose  throne  every 
knee  is  bound  to  bend. 

The  Almighty  heard  the  prayer  of  Abraham,  and 
healed  Abimelech,  his  wife,  and  his  maid  servants, 
of  the  barrenness  with  which  he  himself  had  cursed 
them,  in  consequence  of  Sarah,  Abraham’s  wife. 
The  Jews  under  Moses  complained.  The  anger  of 
the  Almighty  was  kindled,  and  he  sent  consuming 
fire  into  every  part  of  their  camp.  Moses  prayed 
for  them,  he  was  heard,  and  the  hand  of  Di- 
vine vengeance  was  stopped,  and  the  fire 
quenched.  The  Jews  were  visited  with  fiery 
serpents,  on  account  of  their  sins.  The  serpents 
bit  many  of  them,  and  they  died.  The  people  came 
to  Moses  and  confessed  their  sins,  and  asked  him  to 
pray  for  them  that  the  Almighy  would  take  away 
the  serpents.  Moses  praved  for  them;  his  prayer 
was  heard— and  the  Almigh'y  directed  him  to  pre- 
pare a serpent  of  brass,  resembling  in  appearance 
lhe  fiery  serpents,  and  to  lift  it  upon  a pole.  He 
did  so;  and  if  any  man  thereafter  was  biiten  by 
a serpent,  he  looked  upon  the  provided  remedy  and 
lived. 

While  Mo=es  was  in  the  mount  receiving  the 
tables  of  the  law,  the  people,  with  the  assistance  i f 
Aaron,  prepared  a golden  calf.  When  Mose  , re- 
turned, he  found  them  engaged  in  idolatry;  he 
threw  down  the  tables.  The  anger  of  the  Almighty 
was  kindled  and  burnt  against  Aaron  and  the  peo- 
ple; Moses  fell  down  and  prayed  for  Aar  m and  the 
people  for  forty  days  an  1 forty  nights;  and  such  was 
the  effect  of  his  prayers,  that,  instead  of  the  Al- 
mighty blotting  out  their  names  from  under  hea- 
ven as  he  threatened,  he  hearkened  unto  Moses  and 
spared  them. 


Again:  the  Shunamite’s  son  fell  sick  and  died. 
The  afflicted  and  pious  mother  laid  him  in  the  pro- 
phet Elisha’s  bed,  in  a little  room  which  she  had 
prepared  for  him;  she  went  for  the  prophet.  He 
sent  his  servant,  who  laid  Elisha’s  rod  upon  the  face 
of  the  child,  and  he  awoke  not.  But  when  the 
prophet  shut  the  door,  and  prayed,  and  laid  upon 
the  child,  he  sneezed  seven  times,  openel  his  eyes, 
and  he  delivered  the  child  alive  to  his  mother. 

In  the  days  of  the  prophet  Baal,  there  was  a 
drought  for  three  years  and  six  months.  The 
fountains  were  dried,  and  the  rivers  were  drank 
up,  and  famine  and  desolation  dwelt  upon  the 
land.  Elijah  went  up  to  the  top  of  Carmel,  and 
prayed  for  rain.  A little  cloud  instantly  arose  out 
of  the  sea,  like  a man’s  hand,  and  soon  the  heaven 
was  black  with  clouds,  and  there  was  a great  rain. 

Job  prayed  for  bis  fiiends,  and  such  was  the 
effect,  that  the  Almighty  turned  his  captivity,  and 
blessed  his  latter  end  more  than  his  beginning. 

Wnen  Hezekiah  prayed  in  his  sickness,  and 
turned  his  face  to  the  wall  and  wept,  the  Al- 
mighty heard  his  prayer,  and  added  fifteen  years  to 
his  life. 

Here,  sir,  we  have  evidence  of  the  highest  cha- 
racter of  the  omnipotent  effects  of  prayer.  But  it 
must  be  remembered  that  the  prayers  here  pre- 
sented were  not  only  the  prayers  of  righteous  per- 
sons, but  the  objects  prayed  for  were  worthy  of 
and  met  Divine  approbation.  It  is  not  only  neces- 
sary that  those  who  would  be  heard  in  prayer  and 
answered,  should  not  regard  iniquity  in  their 
hearts,  but  the  subjects  of  their  benediction  should 
be  in  favor  with  the  Almighty,  and  their  objects 
and  pursuits  in  conformity  with  the  cause  of  jus- 
tice, right,  and  his  Divine  will.  Was  such  thecase 
with  the  Harrisburg  convention'?  Sir,  the  men  that 
they  are  endeavoring  to  place  in  office,  and  the  prin- 
ciples they  are  endeavoring  to  establish,  are  at  war 
with  the  spirit  of  our  C institution,  human  liberty, 
the  duration  of  our  free  institutions,  and  the  prin- 
ciples which  we  have  undoubted  rea*ou  to  believe 
are  in  favor  with  Him  who  sways  and  controls  the 
destinies  of  nations,  from  the  fact  that  he  led  the 
patriots  of  the  Revolution  to  battle  and  to  victory. 
He  “withheld  the  battle  from  thestrong  and  the  race 
from  the  swift.”  The  light  of  his  wisdom  and  the 
strengih  of  his  power  have  since  derended  ourinsti- 
tu'ions  from  the  hand  of  violence  from  abroad  and 
the  corruption  of  factionists  at  home.  Then,  sir,  I 
undertake  to  predict  that  the  prayer  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Sprecker,  however  righteous  he  may  be,  will 
fall  to  the  ground  unanswered — the  objects  of  the 
c invention  being  unfavorable  to  the  Divine  will 
and  His  favored  people. 

But,  s'r,  there  are  some  other  difficulties  that 
present  themselves  to  the  success  of  the  assembled 
factions  and  ihe  election  of  the  nominee  of  the 
Harrisburg  Convention.  Is  it  supposed  that  Mr. 
Clay  will  quietly  submit  to  the  ludignity  offered 
him  and  the  neglect  with  which  he  has  been  treated? 
No,  sir:  disapp  inled  ambition  is  not  so  easily 
calmed.  He  has  been  a distinguished  leader  of  a 
great  party  for  many  years.  He  has  worn  a life 
nearly  out  in  its  cause;  and  although  I think 
fe  knew  too  much  of  the  character  of 
the  American  Democracy  to  believe,  for  a 
moment,  that  he  ever  could  be  President 
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of  these  United  State?,  still  it  was  his  pride  to 
live  at  the  head  of  his  party,  and  it  was  his  hope, 
it  would  be  his  glory,  to  die  at  the  head  of  his  party. 
Of  this  hope,  the  only  reward  for  his  long  and  toil- 
some services,  his  party  have  deprived  him.  Now 
that  he  is  worn  down,  he  is  turned  upon  the  com- 
mons to  shift  for  himself,  as  the  R.omans  used  to 
turn  their  worn  out  slaves  upon  an  Island  in  the 
Tiber.  Think  you,  sir,  he  will  bear  this  treatment 
with  impunity?  No,  sir:  prudence  may  at  first  in- 
duce him  to  bear  the  neglect  and  ingratitude  with 
apparent  forbearance.  He  may  smother  his  wrath 
for  a time,  but,  sir,  he  will  rave  like  the  disap- 
pointed political  lunatic;  he  will  growl  like  the 
hungry  hyena;  he  will  bellow  like  the  hunted  buf- 
falo; he  will  roar  like  the  lanced  lion;  he  will  do 
more;  he  will  disband  his  troops;  his  sentinels  scat- 
tered over  trie  Union,  who  have  watched  with  fide- 
lity on  the  towers,  ready  to  do  any  thing  at  his  bid- 
ding, will  throw  down  their  arms,  and  take  their 
banners  from  the  “ outer  wall,"  and  will  deny 
obedience  to  their  new  commander.  Murmurs, 
seditions  and  tumults  will  be  hiard  throughout  the 
camp  among  his  troops.  We  have  already  heard 
some  whimpering,  and  seen  some  evidence  of  dis^ 
affection  here.  I hold  in  my  hand  a paper  which 
contains  a Whig  dialogue,  that  speaks  the  voice  of 
thousands.  It  is  short,  and  I will  read  it: 

CiGood  morning  sir.” 

'"'‘Good  morning  to  you , sir.” 

‘'Have  you  heard  from  the  Harrisburg  Convention?”  » 

“No.”  / 

“ General  Harrison  is  nominated 
“ You  don’t  say  so  /” 

“Yes  Ido!” 

“Oh  ! !” 

Another: 

“Good  morning,  sir.” 

“Good  morning,  sir.” 

“Well,  the  Harrisburg  Convention  have  shot  their  granny.” 
“No,  they  hav’nt — I wish  they  had.” 

Yes,  sir,  disappointment,  confusion,  and  dis- 
may, brood  in  the  hearts,  dwell  upon  the  tongues, 
and  perch  upon  the  countenances  of  the  Clay 
ranks,  attempt  to  conceal  it  as  they  may. 

But  to  the  New  Jersey  election.  But  before  I go 
into  that  ivesligation,  permit  me  to  say  a word  in 
relation  to  party  and  party  feelings,  and  their 
effects.  No  Government,  since  the  civil  orga- 
nization of  society,  or  the  establishment  of  political 
institutions,  has  ever  been  without  parties.  There 
never  has  been  a Government  without  parties;  and 
the  great  principles  constituting  the  basis  of  party, 
are  the  free  exerc'se  of  all  natural  privileges  and 
powers,  on  the  part  of  the  individual  community, 
not  incompatible  with  the  general  good,  and  a 
general  participation  in  making,  adjudicating,  and 
executing  the  laws,  either  personally  or  represen 
tatively,  on  the  one  hancl,  and  a usurpation  of 
power,  in  the  hands  of  the  few  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
many,  on  the  other  hand.  There  may  be  factions 
or  subdivision  of  parties;  but  when  the  great  prin- 
ciples come  to  be  acted  upon,  the  tank  and  file  of 
every  faction  and  subdivision,  with  their  leaders  at 
their  head,  banner  in  hand,  will  be  seen  to  rush  to 
the  standard  or  their  first  principles,  regardless  of 
fceir  peculiar  notions  about  minor  matters,  as  you 
will  see  the  factions  of  all  names  and  hues  rally  to 
the  standard  of  Federalism  in  the  coming  contest; 
and  although  each  faction  may  pretend  to  march 


after  its  own  banner  and  wear  its  own  uniform,  yet 
each  individual  of  each  faction  will  be  known  by 
one  badge,  which  he  will  wear  in  his  heart,  if  not 
on  his  hat — I mean  the  black  cockade. 

Sir,  I say  every  Government  has  two  parties, 
and  every  honest  man  in  the  communi'y  belongs 
to  one  or  the  other.  Show  me  a man  that  belongs 
to  no  party,  and  I will  show  you  a man  without 
principle.  Show  me  a man  who  has  no  party 
feelings  and  predilections,  and  I will  show  you  a 
fool  or  a knave — a man  who  needs  a keeper,  or 
one  who  will  steal  your  horse.  The  proper  place 
for  such  a man  is  the  poor-house  or  the  peniten- 
tiary. Avoid  such  a man;  if  you  meet  him,  he 
will  either  beg  your  purse,  or  rob  you  of  it. 
Party  is  the  salt  of  the  nation.  It  establishes  a 
watchfulness  and  wholesome  guardianship  over  the 
institutions  of  our  country;  it  checks  and  restsatns 
the  reckless  ambition  of  those  in  office,  and  ne- 
ver fails  to  expose  the  nonfeasance  , misfeasance,  or 
malfeasance  of  those  in  power.  But  it  is  possible 
for  parly  feelings  and  party  practices  to  run  too 
high,  and  thereby  produce  the  very'  evils  which  they 
are  so  well  calculated  to  suppress.  When  party 
feelings  run  so  high  as  to  submerge  political  mo- 
rality, the  worst  of  evils  are  tube  apprehended. 
Party  feelings  and  patty  ambition  may  become  so 
reckless,  as  to  overflow  the  best  prospects  of  our 
country,  prosfta'e  the  free  institutions  which  con- 
stitute the  basis  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and 
subvert  the  Government  itself  in  their  desolating 
sweep;  and,  I must  confess,  that  I have  some 
fearful  apprehensions  that  we  now  border  on. 
such  a s ate  of  things.  Let  11s  examine  the 
New  Jeisey  elections  which  involve^the  pre- 
sent contest.  The  examination  of  the  question 
will  show  whether  my  fears  are  tvell  founded,  or 
! whether  they  spring  from  a timid  heart  or  a dis- 
tempered head. 

On  the  first  Monday  of  last  month,  which  was 
its  second  day,  we,  the  supposed  members  of  the 
Twenty-Sixth  Congress,  assembled  in  this  hall, and 
at  the  usual  hour  (12  o'clock)  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  previous  Con- 
gress, in  conformity  with  his  official  duty  as  esta- 
blished by  custom  existing  from  ihe  foundation  of 
our  Government,  and  under  the  solemnity  of  the 
oath  he  had  lalren  at  the  threshold  ( f his  duties, 
commenced  malting  out  and  calling  the  roll  of 
members  who,  he  had  been  informed  art$  believed, 
were  elected  to  the  Twenty-Sixth  Congress.  As  has 
been  the  custom,  iie  commenced,  geographically, 
the  call  of  members  from  the  State  of  Maine,  and 
proceeded  through  New  Hampshire,  Connecticut, 
Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  New 
York,  and  to  the  name  of  Joseph  F.  Randolph,  a 
Representative  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 
Here  the  Clerk  was  arrested  wiih  the  cry  of  “Pass 
over  New  Jersey /”  He  staled  that  the  election  of 
five  of  the.  New  Jersey  members  having  certificates 
of  election,  and  claiming  seats  thereby,  were  con- 
tested, and  there  were  conflicting  evidences  in  his 
possession,  and  submitted  to  the  House  whether  he 
j shi  u'd  pass  the  State  of  New  Jersey  until  the  mem- 
bers from  the  other  Slatex  should  be  called.  Here 
the  game  was  blocked.  Here  the  proceedings  to 
organization  were  arrested ; here  the  controversy 
commenced,  ail  on  ifc&S  simple  and  respectful 
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statement  and  submissioa  of  the  Clerk.  Those 
opposed  to  the  Demceiadc  party  an"!  the  Ad- 
ministration insisted  that  the  names  of  the 
certificate  membats  from  New  Jersey  should  now 
be  called.  T.ie  fliends  -of  die  Administration  were 
in  favor  of  the  Clerk’s  suggestion,  to  the  end  that 
the  conflicting  claims  might  be  examined,  and  jus 
tice  be  done.  The  result  has  been  many  days  of 
moderate,  warm,  angry,  violent,  and  tempestuous 
debate,  at  an  immense  expense  to  the  American 
people,  when  there  was  really  no  question  involved 
except  as  to  the  propriety  of  postponing  the  call  of 
"New  Jersey  until  the  other  States  should  be  called, 
to  the  end  that  justice  might  be  done.  I might 
here  ask  what  can  be  the  motive  which  has  super- 
induced this  unexampled  array  of  hostility  to  so 
respectful  and  rational  a proposition  made  by  the 
Clerk.  I have  before  hinted  at  a reacon;  o hers 
will  be  developed  as  'he  history  of  this  contest  is 
unfolded.  But  a word  in  defence  of  the  course  of 
the  Clerk  in  this  controversy,  and  the  reasons 
which  governed  him.  I have  said  that  it  was  a part 
of  the  official  duty  of  the  Clerk  to  make  out  a roll, 
and  call  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  Twenty- 
sixth  Congres.-.  This  he  was  to  perform  under  the 
solemnity  of  an  oath,  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  which  he  is  answerable  at  the  bar  or  his  coun- 
try, and  at  the  throne  of  eternal  jus'ice  and  Divine 
accountability.  What  was  his  duty  under  this 
solemn  responsibility?  Was  it  any  part  of  his 
duty  to  enrol  and  call  the  names  of  men  who 
were  not  members  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Congress! 
He  stated  at  the  outlet,  and  he  continues  to  state, 
that  there  are  conflicting  evidences  in  his  possession 
as  to  the  members  from  New  Jersey,  and  that  he 
does  not  feel  wairanted  in  taking  the  responsibility 
on  himself  of  calling  and  enrolling  the  names  of 
men — wh  ch  call  may  entitle  them  to  seats  in  this 
hall — whom  he  has  good  reason  to  believe  have 
not  been  returned  by  the  people.  Sir,  his  course 
has  been  in  conformity  with  the  duties  of  his  s'a- 
tion,  his  obligation  to  his  conscience,  his  God,  and 
his  country:  and  any  other  course  would  have 
been  a violation  of  his  oath,  and  his  religious,  mo- 
ral and  political  duty.  His  course  has  been  just, 
manly  and  dignified,  and  will  meet  the  approbation 
and  support  of  every  man  in  the  community  un- 
tainted and  uncorrupted  by  party  poison.  But 
vvhat  has  been  his  reward  here?  Day  after 
day  contumely',  abuse  and  derision  have  been 
poured  upon  him  in  an  unceasing  torrent.  No 
names  have  been  too  degrading  to  use  upon  him; 
no  motives  to  > corrupt  to  attribute  to  him.  He 
has  been  charged  with  being  thecatspawof  a party, 
and  driven  to  the  stand  he  has  taken  as  the  reward 
he  is  to  receive  in  the  renewal  of’nis  s'ation.  Sir. 
I have  never  conversed  with  the  Cierk  upon  ihe 
1 subject,  but  I take  the  responsibility  upon  myself 
f to  deny,  in  unqua’ified  terms,  that  he  has  ever  been 
] flattered,  driven,  bribed,  or  hired  to  Ihe  course  he 
has  taken.  I ihrow  back  the  charge  upon  those 
who  make  it.  I can  maintain  what  I say.  Now, 
i sir,  I pieserit  the  copy  of  the  certificate  of  the  Se- 
| eretary  of  State  for  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
i 'Here  it  is.  I ask  that  it  may  be  read  from  the 
I Clerk’s  table,  together  with  all  documents  on  his 
i table  going  to  show  that  Messrs.  DicttER'ON, 

. Vroom,  Kille,  Ryall,  Cooper,  and  Randolph, 


were  the  six  candidates  who  received  the  greatest 
number  of  votes  for  the  Twenty-sixth  Congress  of 
the  Uni  e l States  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and 
are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  the  members  re- 
turned— all  of  which  I intend  to  incorporate  with, 
and  make  a part  of,  my  speech. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

State  of  New  Jersey,  ss. 

I,  James  D.  Wesivott,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  State  of  New 
Jeisey,  do  hereby  certify,  that  upon  a careful  examination  ot 
all  the  returns  made  by  the  several  clerics  of  the  respective 
counties  in  said  State,  and  filed  in  my  office,  and  also  of  re- 
turns of  votes  given  in  the  townships  of  South  Amboy,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  and  of  Millville,  in  the  county  of  Cumber- 
land, verified  by  the  affidavits  of  the  several  township  officers 
of  election  in  said  townships  respectively,  which  township  re- 
turns were  not  included  in  the  returns  of  the  clerks  ofsaid  coun- 
ties of  Middlesex  and  Cumberland,  and  which  were  directed  to 
be  filed  by  tiie  Governor,  and  now  remain  on  file  in  my  office, of 
the  election  for  members  to  represent  this  State  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  held  on  the  ninth  and  tenth  days  ofOciober,  anno  Domi- 
ni one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  it  appears  that 
Philemon  Dickerson  received  28,453  votes,  Manning  Force 
28,314  votes,  Peter  D.  Vroom  28,492  votes,  Daniel  B.  Ryall 
28,441  votes,  William  R.  Cooper  28,455  votes,  Joseph  Kille 
28,426  votes,  John  B.  Aycrigg 28,294  votes,  John  P.  B.  Max- 
well 28,383  votes,  William  Halsted  28,337  votes,  Joseph  F.  Ran- 
dolph28, 427  votes,  Charles  C. Stratton  28,396  votes,  and  Thomas 
Jones  Yorke  28.321  votes,  and  by  which  it  appears  that,  at  said 
election,  Philemon  Dickerson,  Peter  D.  Vroom,  Daniel  B Ry- 
all, William  R.  Cooper,  Joseph  Kille,  and  Joseph  F.  Randolph 
received  a majority  of  the  whole  number  of  the  votes  given  in 
the  State  of  New  Jersey  for  Representatives  of  said  State  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Congress  of  the 
United  States. 

In  testimony  whereof.  I have  hereunto  set.  my  hand  and  affix- 
ed my  seal  of  office  at  the  city  of  Trenton,  in  said  State, 
[l.  s.]  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  (1839,)  and. 
of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  sixty -fourth. 

JAMES  D.  WESTCOTT. 

This,  sir,  (said  Mr.  D.)  is  the  certificate  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  an  office  as  old  as  the  State  it- 
self. Created  by  its  Constitution,  its  responsibility 
is  of  the  h'ghest  character;  its  duties  of  the  most 
sacred  nature,  and  its  importance  not  inferior  to 
that  of  the  Governor.  This  officer  is  elected  by 
the  Legislature,  as  the  Governor  is,  and  responsi- 
ble both  to  the  Legislature  and  to  the  people.  His 
duty  involves  the  care  of  the  archives  of  the  State 
— the  care  of  the  files  and  the  records.  Here  is  an. 
official  document  given  from  under  his  hand,  with 
his  seal  of  office  affixed,  and  under  the  resonsibili- 
ty  and  solemnity  of  an  oath  which  he  took  at  the 
entrance  upon  his  official  duties.  Here,  sir,  you 
have  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  fact  that  the  certifi- 
cate members  are  not  entitled  to  seats  in  this  hall. 

Before  I proceed,  give  me  your  attention  for  a 
few  moments  while  I give  a short  history  of  the 
manner  in  which  Congressional  elections  (for  I have 
nothing  to  do  with  any  other  in  tiffs  case)  are  con- 
ducted in  New  Jersey,  for  the  benpfit  of  those  who 
may  read  me.  By  the  laws  of  New  Jersey,  the 
election  for  members  of  Congress  and  the  State 
Legislature  is  held  at  ihe  sam°  lime,  except  when 
electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  are 
chosen.  The  lime  is  the  second  Tuesday  of  Octo- 
ber, and  the  day  following.  One  poll  is  held  in 
each  town-hip.  The  election  is  bv  ballot;  and  the 
votes  for  ad  the  candidates  are  put  in  the  ballot 
box  in  the  several  townships.  The  assessor  and 
the  collector  of  the  townsh  p,  with  a judge  of 
election  chosen  for  the  purpose  at  the  annual 
township  meeting,  preside  over  and  act  as  judges 
and  inspectors  of  the  election,  and  the  township 
clerk  officiates  as  the  clerk  of  the  election.  The 
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time  of  opening  and  dosing  the  poles  is  the  same 
in  all  the  townships,  and  is  established  by  law. 
The  candidates  for  Congress  are  nominated  in  the 
several  counties  on  the  first  Monday  of  Sepiember. 
Tne  county  clerks  transmit  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons nominated  to  the  Governor  of  the  State.  Tne 
Governor  prepares  and  transmits  a true  list  of  all 
the  persons  nominated,  to  the  clerk  of  each  county 
in  the  State.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  county  clerk  of 
each  county  to  transmit  a copy  to  each  township 
clerk  in  each  county.  It  is  the  duty  of  each  town- 
ship clerk  to  put  up  copies  for  the  information  of 
all,  and  the  election  is  made  from  the  persons  thus 
nominated. 

This  is  the  history,  now  for  the  law.  The  law 
provides  that  after  the  polls  are  closed  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  judge  and  inspectors,  and  tne  clerk 
of  the  election,  to  proceed  immediately 

“ To  take  an  account  of,  and  cast  up,  the  votes  given  for  each 
candidate,  make  a list  of  the  same,  which  list  they  shall  sign, 
certify,  seal  up,  direct,  and  transmit  to  the  clerk  of  the  county, 
who  shall  attend  at  at  the  court  house  of  the  county  on  the  Sa- 
turday next  after  the  day  of  the  election,  for  (he  purpose  of 
receiving  the  same,  which  list  shall  be  delivered  to  him  before 
five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  said  day,  which  said  clerk  shall 
proceed  in  a public  manner  to  make  one  general  list  ®f  all  the 
candidates  voted  for  as  aforesaid,  together  with  the  number  of 
votes  received  for  each  of  them,  and  shall  transmit  the  same  at 
the  expense  of  the  State,  to  the  Governor,  or  person  adminis- 
tering the  Government,  within  seven  days  thereafter,  having 
first  caused  a duplicate  thereof  to  be  filed  in  his  office,  together 
with  the  lists  from  the  said  township.” 

The  law  further  provides  and  makes  it  the  duty 
of  the  Governor,  that, 

“If  the  certified  lists  of  votes  given  for  Representatives  in 
Congress  shall  not  be  received  from  the  clerks  of  any  of  the 
counlies  ol  the  Stale,  by  him,  within  seven  days  after  the  time 
prescribed  by  law  for  casting  upthe  same,  &c.  by  the  clerks, 
as  aforesaid,  forthwith  to  send  express  to  the  clerk  of  the 
county  or  counties,  from  which  such  certified  lists  have  not  been 
received,  and  to  procure  the  same  at  the  expense  of  the 
State,” 

And  it  is  further  made  the  duty  of  the  Governor, 

“Within  five  days  after  receiving  the  said  lists,  to  lay  the 
same  before  aPrivy  Council,  to  be  by  him  summoned  for  that 
purpose;  and  after  casting  up  the  whole  number  of  votes  from 
the  several  counties  for  each  candidate,  the  said  Governor  and 
Privy  Council  shall  determine  the  six  persons  who  have  the 
greatest  number  of  votes  from  the  whole  State,  for  Representa- 
tives in  Congress  of  the  United  States  hom  this  State,  and 
forthwith  commission  them,”  &c. 

This,  sir,  is  “the  law  and  the  prophets,'"  and  substan- 
tially all  the  lav/  that  bears  on  the  case.  And  now 
for  the  (ac's:  By  the  laws  of  New  Jersey,  her 
members  of  Congress  are  elected  the  year  preced- 
ing the  Congress  in  which  they  take  their  seats. 
The  second  Tuesday,  and  the  day  following,  of  Oc- 
tober,1838,  were  the  days  on  which  the  election  was 
held  for  the  members  of  this  Congress.  Two 
sets  of  candidates  were  nominated,  as  pro- 
vided by  law.  Messrs.  Dickerson,  Vroom, 
Ryall,  Cooper,  Kills,  and  Force,  were  the  De- 
mocratic candidates;  Messrs.  Aycrigg,  Maxwell, 
Halsted,  Yorke,  Strattov,  and  Randolph,  were 
the  Federal  candidates,  six;  Representatives  being 
the  number  to  which  New  Jersey  is  entitled.  The 
polls  were  open  at  the  legal  hour  in  the  different 
townships.  The  elections  were  conducted  in  a fair 
and  proper  manner;  legal  votes  were  received,  and 
spurious  ones  were  rejected.  The  po  Is  were  closed 
at  the  proper  hour.  The  voice  of  the  sovereign 
freemen  of  New  Jersey  was  expressed,  and  that 
expression  deposited  in  the  ballot  boxes.  Al! 
that  remained  to  be  done  was  the  public  promul- 


gation of  that  voice  through  the  mediums  provided 
by  law.  Those  provirions  were  carried  into  prac- 
tice, in  conformity  with  the  spirit  and  meaning  cf 
the  law,  and  according  to  its  letter,  except  in  the 
cases  which  I shah  name  hereafter.  The  township 
election  officers  made  their  returns  to  their  respec- 
tive codnty  clerks.  The  several  county  clerks 
made  their  returns  10  the  Governor;  and  the  returns 
made  and  now  on  Die  of  office,  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  in  his  possession,  show  that 
the  Democratic  candidates  had  as  follows: 


Philemon  Dickerson  has 

28,453  votes- 

Peter  D.  Vroom 

28,492 

Cl 

Daniel  B.  Ryall 

28.441 

ts 

William  R.  Cooper  - 

28,456 

a 

Joseph  Kille - 

23,427 

u 

Manning  Force 

28,314 

a 

The  Federal  candidates  had  as  follows: 

John  B.  Aycrigg 

28,294  votes. 

Jno  P.  B.  Maxwell  - 

28,383 

u 

Wm.  Halsted 

28.366 

14 

Claries  C.  Stratton  - 

28,396 

14 

Thomas  Jones  Yorke 

28,321 

44 

Joseph  F.  Randolph  - 

28,427 

<( 

Consequently,  by  the  practical  operation  of  the 

simple  rule  of  subtraction,  it  is  reduced  to  a ma- 
thematical certainty  that 

Mr.  Dickerson’s  majority  over  Mr.  Aycrigg  is 
159  votes. 

Mr.  Vroom’s  majority  over  Mr.  Maxwell  is  109 
votes. 

Mr.  Ryall’s  majority  over  Mr.  Halsted  is  105 
votes. 

Mr.  Cooper’s  majority  over  Mr.  Slration  is  69 

votes. 

Mr.  Ryall’s  majority  over  Mr.  Yorke  is  10ff 
votes. 

Mr.  Randolph’s  majority  over  Mr.  Force  is  113 
vo'es. 

Mr.  Randolph,  one  of  the  Federal  candidates, 
ran  over  his  party  strength,  and  Mr  Force  ran  be- 
hind his  party  strength.  Consequently,  the  tables 
■which  I exhibit  show  Mr.  Randolph  to  have  a 
small  majority  over  Mr.  Force.  The  statement 
which  1 have  now  exhibited,  is  true  as  holy  writ; 
and  I will  prove  it  as  e'ear  as  the  unclouded 
sun  at  noonday,  to  every  man  in  this  Union,  who  is 
not  as  blind  wiih  party  poison  as  a copper-head  in 
dog-days.  As  a part  of  that  proof,  I have  exhibited 
the  certificate  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  his 
official  signature,  and  his  seal  of  office  annexed; 
and  I have  shown  the  importance  of  that  office, 
and  the  respons  bili'y  of  ihat  officer.  I now  pro- 
ceed to  exhibit  further  evidence,  to  show  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  conclusions  to  which  I have  arrived,, 
and  lo  establish  the  truih  of  the  assertions  1 have- 
made;  evidence  which  is  indisputab'e,  and  that 
which  no  m m will  deny,  who  regards  his  reputa- 
tion for  consistency,  truth,  and  sincerity.  I pro- 
ceed to  show,  as  well  ihe  fact  that  Messrs.  Aycrigg, 
Maxwell,  Halsted,  Yorke,  and  Stratton,  are  not 
elected  to  this  Congress,  or  that  Messrs.  Dickerson, 
Vroom,  Ryall,  Cooper,  and  Kille,  are,  and  the 
evidence  which  shows  the  latter  to  be  elected, 
shows  the  former  not  to  be.  I now  exhibit  the  re- 
turn of  the  clerk  of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  as 
made  at  first,  in  which  the  township  of  South  Am- 
boy is  omitted: 
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The  following  is  an  accurate  copy  procured  from  the  pro- 
per authority: 
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Whole  number  of  votes. 

In  witness  whereof,  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand  this  thir- 
teenth day  of  October,  A.  D.  1&38.  N.  JtSOORAEM, 

Clerk  of  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

Here,  sir,  is  the  retain  of  ihe  county  cieik  of 
Middlesex,  upon  which  the  Governor  and  his  Coun- 
cil acted,  and  by  which  it  is  seen  that  the  entire 
vote  of  South  Amboy  is  left  out,  and  the  Governor 
and  Council  knew  the  fact,  because  ihe  return 
shows  it  on  its  face.  I now  exhibit  the  return  of  the 
election  officers  of  the  townsh'p  of  Soath  Amboy. 
Here  it  is: 


We,  the  judges  and  inspectors  of  the  election  of  the  township 
of  South  Amboy,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  do  hereby  certily 
that,  having  proceeded  to  receive  the  votes  of  the  voters  of  the 
said  township,  the  following  is  a true  list  of  all  the  candidates 
voted  for,  of  the  offices  proposed  for  them,  and  of  the  number  of 
votes  for  each: 


For  members  of  the  Twenty -sixth 

Congress  of  the  United 

iS  Lutes. 

Philemon  Dickerson  had 

- 296  votes. 

Manning  Force 

- 296  “ 

Peter  D.  Vroom 

- 296  “ 

Daniel  B.  Ryall 

- 296  “ 

William  R.  Cooper  - 

- 295  “ 

Joseph  Kille  - 

• 2l!6  14 

John  B.  Aycrigg 

- 44  “ 

John  P B.  Maxwell  - 

- 44  “ 

William  Halsied 

- 45  44 

Joseph  F.  Randolph  - 

• 44  44 

Charles  C.  Stratton  - 

- 44  44 

Thomas  J.  Yorke 

- 44  44 

The  while  number  of  votes  taken,  three  hundred  and  forty. 
In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and 
affixed  our  seals,  the  tenth  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1833. 

NATHANIEL  HILLYER,  [l.  s.j 
JAMES  M.  WARN.  [l.  s.j 
STEPHEN  BEULEAD,  [l.  s ] 
Judges  of  Election  and  Inspectors. 

State  op  New  Jersey, 

Middlesex  county,  es. 

I.  Nicholas  Booraem,  Clerk  of  the  county  of  Middlesex  afore- 
said, do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a true  copy  from 
an  original  paper,  on  file  in  my  office,  and  that  the  said  original 
paper  has  the  following  endorsement,  to  wit:  “South  Amboy 
return  of  votes.  October,  1833  not  pursuant  to  law,  received 
October  12, 1833.  N.  BOORAEM,  Clerk. 


In  witness  whereof,  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  Jaffixed 
, the  seal  of  said  county,  at  New  Brunswick,  this  fifteenth 

1 J day  of  April,  A.  D.  1839. 

N.  BOORAEM,  Clerk. 

It  will  be  seen  by  ihe  above  table  that  the  vote 
of  South  Amboy  materially  changes  the  result  of 
the  county  return  as  acted  on  by  ihe  Governor  and 
Council.  It  rtdutes  the  average  majority  of  the 
Federal  candidaies,  which  is  425,  to  ihe  average 
majority  of  173  votes. 

The  next  link  in  my  chain  of  evidence,  is  the 
aggregate  returns  of  the  clerk  of  Cumberland,  with 
the  exception  of  ihe  votes  of  the  township  of  Mill- 
ville. 1 say  the  aggregate  return , for  1 have  no 
otner.  The  clerk  oft-necouniy  tailed  in  his  duiy  to 
make  the  general  return  in  the  usual  way;  that  is 
to  speecily  the  vote  ot  each  township  in  the  ccunty 
return,  evidently  to  practise  a fraud,  if  necessary 
to  secure  success  to  the  Federal  ticket. 

The  aggregate  vote,  with  the  exception  of  the 
township  of  Millville,  is  - - 2104  voles. 

Of  which  Messrs.  Ayciigg,  Maxwell, 

Halsied,  York,  and  Stration  received  1090  “ 
And  IVltssrs.  Dickerson,  Vrocm,  Ryall, 

Cooper,  and  Kille,  received  - 1019  “ 

It  will  be  seen  by  this  mutilated  return  that  the 
Federal  candidates  have  an  average  roaj®rily  of 
sixty-six  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  and  this  is 
the  return  upon  which  the  Governor  and  Council 
acted.  But  what  is  ihe  fact?  Heiel  exhibit  ano- 
ther link  of  evidence,  which  will  show.  Here  is  the 
certificate  of  the  election  officers  of  ihe  township  of 
Millville,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland.  It  is  as 
follows: 

We,  the  judge  and  inspectors  of  election  in  the  township  of 
Millville,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  do  hereby  certily,  that 
having  proceeded  to  receive  ihe  votes  of  the  voters  of  the  said 
township,  the  following  is  a list  of  all  the  candidates  voted  for, 
of  the  offices  proposed  for  them,  and  the  number  of  votes  for 
each: 


Fur  Congress. 


Joseph  Kille,  Salem 

• 206  votes. 

William  R.  Cooper,  Gloucester 

- 206 

it 

Daniel  B Ryall,  Monmouth 

- 206 

<c 

Peter  D.  Vroom,  Somerset  - 

- 206 

tc 

Manning  Force,  Munis 

- 205 

(l 

Philemon  Dickerson,  Passaic 

- 206 

u 

Thomas  Jones  Yorke,  Salem 

- 160 

(( 

Charles  C.  Stratton,  Gloucester 

- 100 

(t 

Joseph  F.  Randolph,  Monmouth  - 

- 100 

u 

William  Halsted,  Mercer  - 

- ICO 

it 

John  P.B.  Maxwell,  Warreu 

- 100 

ci 

John  B.  Aycrigg,  Bergen 

- 100 

u 

’Whole  number  of  vores,  306. 
witness  whereol.  we  have  hereunto  set 

our 

hands  and  seals 

this  tenth  day  of  October,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-eight. 

PRESTON  STRATTON,  Judge,  [l.  s.j 
WM.  CBARLESWOKTH,  Insp.  [l.  s.j 
ISAAC  BLZBY,  Insp.  [L.  s.j 

Lewis  Medford,  Jr.  Clerk. 

'The  words,  “whole  number  of  votes  three  hundred  and  six,” 
were  interlined  before  signing. 

We,  the  subscribers,  residents  and  freehold  rs  in  the  town- 
ship of  Millville,  do  hereby  certify  that  William  Charlesworth 
was  duly  and  legally  elected  one  of  the  Inspectors  of  an  election 
lor  members  of  Congress,  members  of  Council,  Assembly, 
Sheriff,  and  Coroners,  held  in  the  township  oi  Millville,  in  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  on  the  ninth  and  tenth  day  of  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  in  the  room  and  place  of 
Nathaniel  Foster,  who,  being  a candidate,  could  not  serve. 

WM.  STRATTON,  [l.  s.j 
JAMES  M.  BROOKFIELD,  [l.  s.j 
JOHN  OTTERSON,  jL.  s.) 

State  of  New  Jersey, 

Cumberland  county,  ss. 

I,  Josiah  Fithiafi,  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in 
and  for  said  county,  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  are  true  copies 
of  the  original  certificates  received  by  me  at  my  house,  by  ihe 
hands  of  William  Stratton,  on  Saturday,  the  13th  day  of  Octo— 
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ber,  A.  D 183S,  between  the  hours  of  ten  and  eleven  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon  of  said  day. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name, 
and  affixed  my  seal  of  office,  this  eighteenth  day  of  October, 
r , anno  Domini  one  thousand  efslit  hundred  and  thirty- 
1 J eight.  JOS1AH  FITHIAN,  Clk. 

It  is  seen  by  this  return  that  Messrs.  Dickerson, 
Yroom,  Cooper,  Kilie,  and  Ryall  have  two  hun 
dred  and  six  voles;  and  Messrs.  Aycrigg,  Max- 
well, Hoisted,  Yorke,  and  Stratton,  have  one  hun- 
dred votes.  Dickerson  and  his  associates  having 
one  hundred  and  six  of  a majority  when  the  vote 
of  Millville  is  added  to  the  general  return  of  Cum- 
berland county. 

The  matter  stands  thus:  By  the  whole  returns  of 
the  Stale,  except  the  townships  of  South  Amboy, 
in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  Millville,  in  ihe 


county  of  Cumberland,  is,  (average  vote)  for 
Messrs.  Aycrigg,  Maxwell,  Halsted,  York,  and 

Stratton  ... 

- 

28,150 

For  Messrs.  Dickerson,  Vroom,  Cooper, 

Kilie,  and  Ryall 

“ 

27,951 

Which  gives  Messrs.  Avcrigg  and  Co.  a 

majoniy  of 

199 

Bat  when  we  read  the  votes  of  the  township  of 
Millville  and  South  Amboy,  ihe  tables  are  turned. 

There  they  are — look  at  them. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  result  of  the  election , 

had  the  voles  of  the  townships  of  Millville  and  South 

Amboy  been  counted. 

G^n.  list.  Millville  votes. 

S.  Amboy,  do.  Total. 

Dickerson,  27951  206 

296 

28453 

.Fofce,  27813  205 

296 

28314 

Yroom,  27990  206 

296 

28492 

Ryall,  27939  206 

Cooper,  27954  206 

296 

2S441 

296 

28456 

Kilie,  27925  206 

296 

28427 

Aycrigg,  28150  100 

44 

28294 

Maxwell,  28239  100 

44 

28294 

Halsted,  28192  100 

Randolph,  28283  100 

44 

28383 

44 

28427 

'Stratton,  28252  100 

44 

28396 

Yorke,  28177  100 

44 

28321 

By  this  table  it  is  seen  that 

Mr.  Dickerson’s 

whole  vote  is 

- 

28.453 

Mr.  Aycrigg’s 

- 

28,294 

Mr.  Dickerson’s  majority 

159 

Mr.  Vroom’s  tvhole  vote  - 

. 

28,492 

Mr.  Maxwell’s  “ “ - 

“ 

28,383 

Mr.  Vrocm’s  majority 

109 

Mr.  Ryall’s  whole  vote 

. 

28,441 

Mr.  Halsted’s  “ “ 

- 

28,336 

Mr.  Ryall’.s  majority 

105 

.Mr.  Cooper’s  whole  vote 

- 

28,456 

Mr.  Stratton’s  “ “ - 

28,396 

Mr.  Cooper’s  majority 

§60 

Mr.  Kiile’s  whole  vote 

28,427 

Mr.  Yorke’s  “ “ 

- 

28  321 

Mr.  Kiile’s  majority 

106 

This  expose  brings  us  to  ihe  indisputable  and 
incontrovertible  tact  that  I asserted  when  I com- 
menced this  investigation,  as  set  forth  in  tire  table 
which  I befoie  exhibited,  viz: 

That  Mr.  Dickerson’s  majority  over  Mr.  Ay- 
crisg  is  150  votes. 

Mr.  Vroom’s  majority  over  Mr.  Maxwell  is  109 
votes. 

Mr.  Ryall’s  majority  over  Mr.  Halsted  is  105 
vote*. 

Mr.  Cooper’s  majority  over  Mr.  Stratton  is  60 
votes. 

Mr.  Kilie ’s  majority  over  Mr.  Yorke  is  106 
votes.* 

I have  shown  that  an  election  was  held  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey  for  the  election  of  Represen- 
tatives to  the  Twenty-sixth  Cong, 'ess;  that  it  was 
held  at  the  proper  time  is  uot  denied;  that  it  was 
held  in  the  proper  manner,  a*c  p~escribed  by  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws  of  New  Jersey,  is  not  de- 
nied; that  the  officers  of  election  for  the  several 
townships  were  legally  and  properly  qualified  to 
officiate  as  such  is  not  denied;  that  the  polls  were 
opened  and  closed  at  the  legal  hour  is  not  denied; 
that  the  election,  so  far  as  the  reception  and  record 
of  votes  by  the  election  officers  of  the  several  town- 
ships, was  fairly  conducted,  is  not  denied;  that  vo- 
ters who  voted  were  qualified  and  entitled  to  the 
elective  franchise  is  not  denied,  (except  for  the 
mere  purposes  of  quibble,)  and  that  the  returns  by 
the  township  clerks  to  the  county  clerks,  and  from 
the  county  clerks  to  the  Governor,  has  been  made 
in  conformity  ~ with  the  meaning  and  spirit  of  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  New  Jersey.  And  by 
these  returns  I have  shown  that  Messrs.  Dicker- 
son,  Vroom,  Cooper,  Kilie  and  Ryall  have  a ma- 
jority of  all  the  voles  given  at  the  election.  And 
why  are  they  not  now  occupying  their  seats,  and 
taking  a part  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  as  Re- 
presentatives from  the  Slate  of  J\rew  Jersey?  Sir,  I 
will  go  on  to  expose  the  reasons,  and  I undertake 
to  say  that  the  development  will  unfold  more  fraud, 
foul  iniquity,  and  barefaced  villany  than  has  been 
practised,  or  attempted  to  be  practised,  in  any  place 
or  at  any  time  since  the  formation  of  this  Govern 
rnent,  to  prostrate  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  violate 
the  purity  of  the  elective  franchise;  and  this  in 
open  violation  of  law,  which  the  actors  had  taken 
a solemn  oath  to  sustain,  and  which  it  was  their 
official,  political,  and  patriotic  duty  to  have  sus 
tained,  without  regard  to  that  oath]  I proceed  to 
disclose:  It  is  said  that  the  returns  from  ihe  town- 
ships of  South  Amboy  and  Millville,  not  hiving 
been  made  to  the  clerks  of  their  respective  counties 
in  (his  form,  within  the  proper  lime,  ought  not  to 
have  been  counted  by  the  Governor  and  Council; 
ar.d  upon  this  miserable,  diminutive,  and  squeaking 
quibble,  rest  the  claims  of  th?  usurpers.  What  are 
the  fac's,  as  disclosed  by  the  evidence  on  your  ta- 
ble, and  which  lias  been  read  to  this  body] 

I read  from  the  Democratic  Review,  a faithful 


*No  notice  is  taken  in  this  estimate  of  the  votes 
of  Mr  Force,  the  Democraic  candidate,  or  Mr. 
Randolph,  the  Federal  candidate.  It  is  given  up 
that  Mr.  R.  was  elected  by  a small  majority  over 
Force. 


■work,  which  ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  every  De- 
mocrat in  this  TJnion: 

The  South  Amboy  return  was  made  up  in  due  form,  except 
that  it  was  not  signed  by  the  clerk  of  the  election,  and  that  no 
certificate  of  the  election  of  James  M.  Warne,  as  one  of  the  in- 
spectors, he  having  been  duly  elected  to  that  office  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  first  day  of  election,  was  sent  with  the  return.  The 
return  was  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  county  on  the  twelfth  of 
October,  by  Mr.  Wood,  the  clerk  of  election;  he  states,  under 
oath,  that  he  delivered  it  on  that  day  to  Mr.  Booraem,  and 
“asked  the  said  Nicholas  Booraem  if  it  was  correct,  so  that  if  it 
was  not  it  might  be  made  correct,  to  which  the  said  Nicholas 
Booraem  replied,  as  this  deponent  believes,  that  it  teas  all 
right,  and  proceeded  to  take  down  the  votes  for  members  of 
Congress  from  off  the  said  certificate  along  with  the  returns  of 
other  townships,  before  deponent  left  the  office.”  And  the  fact 
is  that  he  did,  in  the  first  official  list  prepared  by  him,  include 
the  South  Amboy  return,  for  Mr.  Steele  has  deposed  that  Boo- 
raem showed  him  the  official  list,  with  all  the  townships  in  it, 
on  the  fifteenth,  in  the  clerk’s  office. 

The  first  return  from  Millville  was  informal  in  two  or  three 
particulars;  but  the  only  objection  to  the  second  was,  that  it 
was  received  six  hours  after  the  appointed  time,  though  four 
days  before  the  county  clerk  actually  made,  up  his  return  foi 
ihe  county.  For  the  second  return  for  Millville  was  delivered 
to  the  clerk  at  11  p.  m.  on  Saturday,  the  thirteenth  of  October, 
aDd  his  return  to  the  Governor  is  dated  the  seventeenth. 

The  grounds,  therefore,  upon  which  these  returns  were  re- 
jected are: 

1.  For  want  of  the  signature  of  the  clerk  of  election;  and 

2.  For  want  of  a certificate  of  the  election  of  an  inspector  in 
South  Amboy;  and 

3.  Because  received  six  hours  after  time  in  the  Millville  case. 

The-e  are  good  grounds  for  refusing  to  count 

the  votes  of  Millville  and  South  Amboy!  But 
you  dive  to  the  depths  of  research  and  you  can 
find  no  other  reason  to  justify  the  reason  why  they 
constitute  good  ground  lor  refusing  to  count  them 
than  that  they  return  a Democratic  majority,  and  so 
say  virtually  the  Governor  and  Council. 

For  upon  examination  of  the  official  returns  from  all  the 
counties  on  file  in  the  Secretary  of  State’s  office  in  New  Jersey, 
it  appears  that  no  certificate  ol  the  election  of  the  person  who 
acted  adjudge  in  Dover  township,  Monmouth  county,  was  re- 
ceived in  time,  and  that  no  lawful  certificates  of  the  election  of 
either  judges  or  inspectors  in  Shrewsbury  or  Dover  townships, 
were  ever  received  by  the  county  clerk.  In  Burlington  county 
the  returns  of  the  townships  of  Burlington,  Washington,  Ches- 
terfield, New  Hanover,  and  Little  Egg  Harbor,  were" neither  of 
them  signed  by  the  clerks  of  election;  the  return  from  Mans- 
field township  was  without  the  signature  of  the  clerk  and  one 
of  the  inspectors;  and  that  from  Chester  township  was  received 
open  and  unsealed;  and  in  Somerset  county  no  certificate  was 
ever  filed  with  the  clerk  of  the  election  of  William  Parker,  who 
appears,  by  the  returns,  to  have  acted  as  one  ol  the  inspectors 
in  Franklin  township. 

Yet  the  returns  from  all  these  townships,  though  accompa- 
nied with  the  evidence  of  these  informalities,  were  received 


and  counted. 

Shrewsbury  gave  a Federal  majority  of  - - - 63 

Dover  “ “ “ - - - 246 

Burlington  u “ “ - - - 17 

Washington  “ - - - - 13S 

Little  Egg  Harbor  “ “ - - - - 65 

Mansfield  “ “ “ - - 9 

Chesterfield  “ “ “ - - - 52 

New  Hanover  “ “ “ - - - 34 

Chester  “ “ “ - - 18 

Franklin  “ “ “ - - - - 207 


Making  a total  of  .... 

Thus,  while  the  township  returns  of  South  Amboy,  giving  a 
Democratic  majority  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-two,  were  re- 
jected for  wa  it  of  the  signature  of  the  clerk,  and  the  certificate  of 
the  election  of  an  inspector,  and  the  returns  often  Federal  town- 
ships, giving  a Federal  majority  of  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine 
votes,  though  all  wanting  one  or  both  the  requisites  adjudged 
vital  iA  the  Amboy  case, "or  some  other  equally  important,  were 
jeceived  and  counted. 


Here,  sir,  you  have  fraud  in  its  naked  deform  ty, 
unsophisticated  and  unburnished;  political  cor- 
ruption and  rubbery  perpetrated  in  open  day, 
while  the  sun  is  at  meridian,  and  in  the  wakeful 
face  and  staring  countenance  of  all  living.  Yes, 
sir,  oper-handed,  unblushing,  and  unconcealed 
treason,  of  the  most  alarming  and  dangerous  cha- 


racter, and  which  would  justly  htng  its  perpetra- 
tors by  the  neck  until  they  wete  dead,  dead,  dead, 
in  any  other  time  than  when  the  political  atmos- 
phere is  distempered  and  poisoned  with  parly  am- 
bition, an  indomitable  love  of  power,  and  moral 
depravity.  My  language  is  stiong,  and,  perhaps, 
offensive;  but  the  crime  I am  exposing  is  stronger, 
and  more  offensive.  It  is  no  Jess  than  a bold,  de- 
praved, and  open  attempt  to  prostrate  the  elective 
franchise,  and  thereby  subvert  the  Constitution 
and  overthrow  the  Government.  Can  any  lan- 
guage be  loo  strong  to  denounce  such  a desperate, 
daring,  damning  attempt?  “But  the  returns  were  not 
made  in  time.'”  Why  were  they  not  made  in  lime? 
The  law  which  I have  read  specifies  no  time  when 
the  Governor  and  Council  shall  proceed  to  count 
up  the  votes,  etc.  other  than  that  they  shall  pro- 
ceed, etc.  within  five  days  after  receiving  the  lists, 
etc.  1'he  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  wnh  reason, 
contemplated  the  possibility  that  the  clerks  might 
not  send  up  the  returns  within  the  times  specified 
by  law.  They  therefore  wisely  defined  no  time 
when  the  Governor  and  Council  should  proceed  to 
cast  up  the  votes,  etc.  other  than  the  time,  viz: 
“within  five  days ” after  the  lime  when  all  the  lists 
should  be  returned.  But  the  Legislature  further 
contemplated  the  possibility  that  not  only  the  li‘ts 
might  not  be  returned  within  the  lime  defined  by 
the  law,  but  also  that  the  clerks  might  fail  to  make 
the  returns  at  all.  The  law,  therefore,  provides 
that  it  the  e'erks  shall  fail  to  make  returns  within 
the  times  specified,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Go- 
vernor to  send  forthwith,  at  the  expense  of  the 
State,  for  the  returns  so  neglected  to  be  made;  and 
yet.  it  is  urged  as  a reason  that  the  votes  of  South 
Amboy  and  Millville  should  not  have  been 
couuted,  because  the  returns  weie  not  made  in 
time,  when  the  very  reason  that  they  were  not 
made  in  time,  has  its  foundation  in  the  failure 
of  the  Governor  to  do  what  the  law  commanded 
him  to  do,  and  what  his  office  and  oath  bound  him 
to  do,  and  in  refusing  to  do  which  he  violated  both. 

Sir,  there  is  no  means  leftfor  ihe  Governor  or  his 
partisans  to  get  him  out  of  the  difficulty  and  dis- 
grace in  which  his  conduct  has  involved  him, 
exempt  ignorance  of  his  duty  or  the  lam,  which  he 
was  bound  to  know.  Ignorance  or  fraud  is  the 
horn  of  the  dilemma  on  which  be  dang  es,  make 
the  best  you  can  of  n:  both  inexcusable  and  un- 
pardonable in  a political,  legal  and  civil  sense. 
And  this  he  virtually  admi's  himself,  in  the  follow- 
ing communication,  which  1 now  ask  leave  to  read, 
and  to  which  I shall  have  occasion  to  refer  here- 
after. In  the  Governor’s  opinion  to  his  Privy 
Council,  he  says : 

“What  does  the  taw  direct  the  Governor  to  lay  before  the 
Privy  Council?  The  said  lists , referring  manifestly  to  the  tiers 
transmitted  by  the  county  clerks,  which  has  been  mentioned 
immediately  before.  What  are  the  Governor  and  Privy  Coun- 
cil to  do  with  the  lists  thus  laid  before  them?  They  are  to  cast 
up  the  votes.  When  this  is  done,  what  are  they  to  determine? 
Who  are  entitled,  under  all  the  circumstances,  to  the  seats  in 
Congress?  No,  but  they  are  to  determine  ‘the  six  persons 
who  have  the  greatest  number  of  votes.’  No  language  can  be 
plainer.  Was  it  ever  intended  by  our  laws  to  make  the  Go- 
vernor and  his  Privy  Council  the  arbiters  of  an  election? 
There  is  no  power  conferred  on  us  to  examine  a single  witness, 
to  send  for  persons  or  papers,  or  to  take  one  step  towards  a judi- 
cial iuvestivation.  If  we  may  go  behind  the  returns  of  the 
county  clerks  to  those  of  the  township  officers,  why  should  we 
stop  there?  We  mav,  by  the  same  authority,  and  with  equal 
reasoD,  undertake  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  those  town- 
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ship  officers  at  the  polls.  Who  has  ever  dreame  1 of  a Governor 
-and  Privy  Council  of  New  Jersey  setting  themselves  up  to  de- 
cide on  any  ol  these  matters?  They  alwavs  have  been,  and 
from  the  very  words  of  the  act  must  be,  confined  to  the  clerks’ 
returns,  and  to  the  duty  of  casting  up  the  votes. 

“But  it  will  be  asked,  with  force  and  propriety,  is  a candidate 
to  lose  his  seat  in  Congress  because  a county  clerk  does  not 
make  a return  of  the  votes'?  Certainly  not.  If,  through  inad- 
veitence  or  by  design,  any  votes  have  not  been  returned  by  the 
clerks,  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in 
their  discretion,  to  allow  those  votes  and  give  the  seat  to  the 
•person  who,  with  those  votes,  may  be  elected.  All  representa- 
tive assemblies  possess  and  continually  exercise,  the  right  of 
deciding  who  is  entitled  to  a seat  in  them.  We  give  the  certifi- 
cates to  the  persons  who  may  appear,  by  casting  up  the  clerks’ 
returns,  to  have  the  greatest  number  of  votes;  weave,  bylaw, 
obliged  so  to  do;  but  the  House  of  Representatives  may  go 
further,  and  inquire  whether  any  votes  have  not  been  returned 
and  counted,  and  if  such  be  the  case,  may  allow  them  in  their 
discretion.  Our  laws  evidently  contemplate  such  a state  of 
things,  for  they  require  the  lownshio  officers  to  make  out  a 
duplicate  certificate  of  such  election,  and  to  file  the  same  with 
the  town  clerk,  ‘to  be  used  as  occasion  may  require.’  It  would 
Jte  to  me  a most  painful  reflection,  were  I to  believe  that  the  re- 
straints under  whichweare  placed  by  the  law,  of  not  going  be- 
yond the  certificates  of  the  county  clerk,  would  deprive  any 
candidate  of  his  ultimate  rights.  I declare  here  my  earnest 
wish,  that  before  the  proper  and  constitutional  tribunal  for  de- 
ciding the  matter,  each  candidate  may  have  the  full  benefit  of 
•every  legal  vote  he  may  have  received  at  the  election.” 

Let  it  be  remembered  when  the  above  expose 
was  made,  and  the  admissions  therein  submitted, 
it  was  more  to  allay  public  indignation,  which  was 
howling  round  him  like  a tempest.  In  the  first 
paragraph  of  this  expose,  which  is  devoted  ts  de- 
fining the  duties  of  the  Governor  and  Privy  Coun- 
cil, it  will  be  perceived  in  relation  to  elections,  that 
■one  of  the  most  important  duties  that  devolves  on 
•the  Governor,  viz.  that  of  sending  for  the  polls  when 
the  clerks  fail  to  send  them  up  within  the  time  spe- 
cified by  law,  is  not  hinted  at,  which  he  failed  to 
d scharge  in  this  case,  and  which,  if  he  had  per- 
formed, would  have  saved  all  the  trouble  of  this 
hypocri  ical  and  metaphysical  definition  of  duty, 
and  Messrs.  Dickerson,  Vroom,  Cooper,  Kille,  arid 
Rya'l  would  now  be  in  their  seals,  representing  the 
“ sovereign  Slate  of  JVevj  Jersey ,”  in  conformity  with 
the  voice  of  her  freemen,  as  expressed  through  her 
ballot  boxes  on  ihe  “ second  Tuesday  and  the  day  fol- 
lowing of  October,  1838.”  I say  it  is  the  withhold- 
ing of  this  duty  in  the  above  definition;  and  whether 
it  was  the  lanlt  of  stupid  ignorance  or  corrupt  de- 
sign, perhaps  his  friends  can  answer. 

But,  sir,  the  returns  were  before  the  Governor 
and.  Privy  Council,  and  were  ac  ed  upon  by  them  ; 
but  were  set  aside,  not  because  they  were  not  made 
an  time,  merely,  but  because  (hey  were  not  made 
formal  in  lime!.'  All  this  objection  for  want  of 
•time  and  formality  in  the  returns  of  Millville  and 
South  Amboy  would  have  been  regarded  as  a quib- 
ble worthy  of  a contemptible  pettifogger,  if, 
when  opened,  they  had  displayed  the  glorious 
intelligence  of  a Whiff  victory.  Yes,  s r, 
all  such  objections  would  have  been  scouied 
and  sunk  into  nothingness;  but  a<  they  unfold- 
ed the  astounding  and  prostrating  intelligence 
that  a Dnnocratic  victory  had  been  gained;  that 
Federalism  was  overthrown,  and  routed  horse,  foot 
and  dragoons,  ihe  objections  were  insurmountable 
in  the  eyes  of  the  conscientious  Governor  and  his  par- 
tisan Privy  Council,  and  of  this  we  have  proofs  in 
the  reception  of  the  informal  returns  of  the  Fede- 
ral townships,  to  which  I have  referred.  Sir,  I 
am  dons  w.th  the  history  and  the  facts  of  this  case, 
only  as  I may  have  to  refer  to  them  incidentally. 
I have  staled  no  fact  tn  its  exposition,  in  which  I 


have  not  been  sustained  by  proof  indisputable  ai  d 
incontrovertible,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  Mr. 
Dickerson  and  his  associates  should  not  now;  take 
their  seals;  no  substantial  reason  exists  why  they 
should  not  have  taken  their  seats  at  the  commence- 
ment of  ihe  session.  The  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  the  laws  of  New  Jer.-ey  and  the 
policy  of  this  Government,  which  secure  the  elec- 
tion to  the  man  or  ret  of  men  who  have  ihe  greatest 
number  of  votes  in  an  election,  shall  be  the  mem- 
ber or  members  returned,  shall  be  entitled  to  be 
sworn,  and  take  his  or  their  seat  or  seats.  Mr. 
Dickerson  and  his  associates  are  these  men.  Sir, 
much  complication  has  been  thrown  around,  and 
much  perplexity  interwoven  in  this  question, 
whereas  there  is  but  one  simple,  plain  proposition 
involved,  and  that  is  the  question  of  return.  Who 
has  the  State  of  New  Jersey  returned  to  the 
Twenty-sixth  Congress  of  the  United  States?  Is 
it  Mr.  Dickerson  and  his  associates,  who  have  re- 
ceived “ a majority  of  all  Ihe  votes  in  the  State, ” 
and  who  have  now  on  our  Clerk’s  table  indisputa- 
ble evidence  of  the  fact,  and  who  were  the  favo- 
rite candidates  of  the  people,  or  is  it  Mr.  Aycrigg 
and  his  associates, who  have  received  a majority  of 
all  the  votes  in  the  State,  as  the  proof  on  our 
Clerk’s  table  shows  conclusively,  and  who  are  but 
the  favorite  candidates  of  a corrupt  Governor  and 
a Federal  partisan  Privy  Council,  who  claim  seats 
here  merely  by  virtue  of  a Governor’s  certificate 
and  a broad  seal.  The  question  I say  is  a question, 
of  return  merely,  and  involves  no  other  principle. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  art.  1,  sec.  2,  declares 
that  “the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  composed  of  mem- 
bers chosen  every  second  year  by  the  people  of  the  several 
Stales,  and  the  electors  in  each  State  shall  have  the  qualifica- 
tions requisite  for  electors  of  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the 
S:ate  Legislature.”  “No  person  shall  be  a Representative  who 
shall  not  have  attained  to  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  been 
seven  years  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  not, 
when  elected,  be  an  inhabitant  of  that  State  in  which  he  shall 
he  chosen.”  It  also  declares,  in  seel  ion  4,  that  the  times,  places, 
and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  Senators  a.id  Representa- 
tives, shall  he  prescribed,  in  each  State,  by  the  legislature 
threof;  but  Congress  may  at  any  lime,  by  law,  make  or  alter 
such  regulations,  except  as  to  the  places  of  choosing  Senators.” 
And,  in  section  5,  that  “each  House  shall  be  the  judge  of  the 
elections,  returns,  and  qualifications  of  its  own  members.” 
This  is  the  whole  of  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  on  the  subject. 

1 repeal,  that  no  question  but  that  of  the  returns 
is  involved;  none  other  claims  our  consideration  for 
a moment.  The  fifth  section  of  the  first  artiele  of 
the  Con  titution  here  read,  provides  that  each 
House  shall  be  the  judge  ef  the  election,  returns 
and  qualifications  of  its  own  members.  A question 
might  pieseut  itself  in  which  the  returns,  qualifi- 
cations, and  elections  might  all  be  involved.  But 
in  this  case  no  such  question  is  presented.  The 
qualifications  uf  the  members  presenting  claims  are 
not  doub  ed;  they  all  come  up  to  the  standard  of 
the  Cons  iiution.  The  mole  and  manner  in  which 
the  election  was  conducted  came  up  to  ihe  stauda'd 
of  ihe  laws  of  New  Jersey:  there  is  no  real  ob- 
jection on  that  subject.  So  there  is  no  ques- 
tion of  “ election ” involved.  It  is  the  returns 
alone  upon  which  this  House  is  called  upon  to  act. 
Strip  the  subject  of  all  the  complicaiion  in  which  it 
has  he^n  unnecpssarilv  involved,  and  the  question 
simply  turns  upon  the  power  of  the  Governor’s 
certificate,  wiih  th ebroad  seaiannexed,  and  the  pow- 
er of  the  ballot  box.  If  the  verily  and  power 
of  the  Governor’s  broad  seal  and  certificate  convey 
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’with  them  more  political,  constitutional,  and  legal 
omnipotence  than  the  voice  of  a majority  of  the 
freemen  in  New  Jersey,  then  is  Me-srs  Ajcrigg 
and  company  entitled  to  seats  in  tins  Congiess. 
But  if  the  voice  and  suffrage  of  the  people  are  to 
ptevail,  then  give  Messrs.  Dickeison  and  company1 
their  seats  We  have  been  read  many  loud  and 
long  lessons  on  the  importance,  value,  and  power 
of  ihe  broad  seal  of  New  Jtrsey,  and  the  precedents 
in  favor  of  ihe  veri  y and  solemnl  y auached  to 
the  btoad  sfal,  anil  01  the  vast  importance  of  strict 
and  unyielding  adherence  to  precedent  in  support 
of  the  regard  due  lo  the  bread  seal.  This  stuff  has 
been  haynmered  into  me  until  1 am  benumbed. 
Fundamental  law,  fundamental  principles,  common 
law,  usages,  customs,  and  precedents  have  been  har- 
rowed up  from  the  rust  and  ashes  of  antiquity 
back  to  ibe  dark  and  barbarous  ages  of  the  Norman 
conquest,  and  arrayed  in  support  of  the  vast,  om- 
nipotent and  divine  importance  which  is  made  to 
attach  to  Governor  Penn.nglon’s  certificate  and 
the  broad  seal  of  New  Jersey.  Now,  sir,  all  the 
thanks  that  I have  to  return  for  all  the  labor  of 
mind  and  body  spent  in  this  behalf,  is,  that  1 
have  a most  soveregn  and  indignant  con- 
tempt for  common  law,  fundamental  law,  broad 
seal,  precedent,  and  company;  only  as  they  go  to 
support  the  plain  principles  ot  common  sense— the 
principles  ot  right,  justice,  and  political  freedom. 
Bir,  I have  the  candor  to  acknowledge,  that  if  I 
can  maintain  the  character  of  possessing  common 
sense,  and  an  intention  lo  do  jus  ice,  it  is  the  heigh! 
of  my  ambition.  I will  never  tax  my  brain  with 
the  investigation  of  abstruse,  abstract,  and  funda- 
mental principles,  common  law,  piecedent,  <<fcc. 
If  the  eflect  of  such  an  investigation  is  to  force 
upon  me  such  conclusions  and  piinciples  as  have 
been  advanced  in  this  contest,  I will  leave  such  an 
investigation  with  those  who  smother  and  trample 
under  foot  Jhe  voice  of  sixty  thousand  Ireemen,  by 
the  omnipotence  attached  to  a Governor’s  ceitifi- 
cate  and  a broad  seal.  If  the  eflect  of  such  kind 
of  learning  and  metaphy-ical  research  is  to  so  far 
corrupt  the  heart  and  distemper  every  patriotic 
feeling,  as  to  induce  him  who  possesses  it  to  pros- 
trate the  Constitution,  nullify  the  spiiit  and  mean- 
ing of  the  laws,  and  overthrow  the  freedom  of  the 
elective  fianchise,  I beg  to  be  excused  from  such 
learning  and  such  research. 

But  we  are  asked  how  we  can  look  behind  the 
Governor’s  certificate  and  the  broad  seal?  Are 
•we  going  to  blot  out  the  State  of  New  Jersey  from 
the  Federal  Union?  Are  we  goirg  to  pluck  out 
one  of  the  stars  from  the  political  firmament  ol 
this  Government?  Are  you  going  to  annihilate 
one  of  the  old  thirteen  States  of  this  Union,  who 
poured  out  her  blood  like  water  in  the  Revolution? 
which  you  will  do,  if  you  disregard  her  broad 
seal,  wh  ch  is  the  evidence  of  her  sovereignty? 
Sir,  this  is  all  flummery  and  fog.  The  sovereignty 
of  New  Jtrsey  does  not  consist  in  Governor  Pen- 
nington, his  broad  seal,  or  his  certificate;  nor  is 
either  of  them,  or  all  put  together,  in  this  case, 
evidence  of  her  sovereignty.  The  certificate  is  a 
fraud  and  a falsehood,  and  the  broad  seal  is  but 
the  evidence  of  the  official  character  of  him  who 
perpetrates  the  one  aDd  asserts  the  other.  Our 
effort  is  to  maintain  the  sovereignly  of  New  Jersey 


and  her  elective  institutions,  and  the  voice  of  her 
freemen,  by  preventing  all'from  be  ng  sacrificed  at 
the  shrine  of  Federal  corruption  and  the  love  of 
power.  When,  from  absolute  necessity,  General 
Jackson  declared  martial  law  in  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  and  suspended  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
and  tb°reby  saved  the  c ty  from  pillage,  plunder, 
slaughter,  and  destruction,  the  Federal  yelp  was 
raised,  loud  and  iong,  that  it  would  have  been 
better  that  New  Orleans  had  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  and  Lou  siana  sunk,  than  that  mar- 
tial law  should  have  been  declar.  d.  It  was  a 
stroke  of  military  despotism  more  dangerous  and 
fatal  in  its  character  to  the  free  institutions  of  this 
country  and  this  people,  than  to  have  sunk  Nev 
Orleans  and  Louisiana  with  her ! What  is  the 
attempt  we  now  see  by  the  same  party?  no  less 
than  to  overthrow  the  suffrage  of  sixty  thousand 
freemen,  to  the  end  that  credence  mav  be  given  to 
a broad  seal,  evidencing  nothing  but  the  official 
character  of  the  manufacturer  of  a false  certificate! 
But  we  are  told  that  the  Governor’s  certificate, 
with  liis  broad  seal,  is  “prima  facie  evidence ” that 
those  who  have  it  are  truly  elected,  and  we 
ate  bound  to  admit  them  as  members  until  the 
converse  is  proven.  What  do  we  care  about 
prima  facie  evidence,  when  we  are  in  possession  of 
the  evidence  itself.  We  have  had  read  to  us,  and 
now  have  in  our  possession,  the  best  evidence — 
evidence  that  proves  conclusively  that  those  who 
possess  the  prima  facie  evidence  of  their  election 
were  not  elected.  Of  what  value  would  be  a cer- 
tified copy  of  a record  as  evidence  in  a court  of 
law,  if  the  court  were  in  possession  ot  the  original 
record  itself?  It  would  be  the  first  and  highest 
evidence;  and  such  is  the  evidence  we  possess  to 
support  and  prove  the  fact  that  Mr.  Dickerson 
and  his  associates  are  members  of  this  Cungress. 
But  in  the  face  of  all  this,  the  prima  facie  evi- 
dence is  urged  upon  us. 

The  reasoning  of  gentlemen  of  the  Opposition, 
reminds  me  of  a small  book  I saw  and  read  when 
1 was  a boy;  it  contained  a system  of  logic.  I 
never  studied  logic;  I am  ignorant  of  it  as  a sci- 
ence; and  thought  but  little,  ol  this  book  at  the 
time  I read  it;  but  the  whole  course  of  reasoning 
of  the  learned  party,  comes  precisely  up  to  the 
standard  of  the  logic  of  lhat  little  book;  and,  in- 
deed, there  has  been  no  other  illustration  of  logical 
principles  in  this  di-cussion  on  the  part  of  the  cer- 
tificate, broad  seal  and  Pennington  men,  than  was 
illustrated  by  the  work  in  questii  n;  and  if  the  au- 
thor’s logic  was  not  good  and  sound,  it  has,  at  least, 
the  advantage  of  being  popular. 

The  author  reasoned  thus:  “Gentlemen  wear  boots . 
Mr.  A.  B.  wears  boots,  therefore  Mr.  A.  B.  is  a gen- 
tleman ” “ Ladies  wear  corsets.  Miss  A wears  cor- 

sets, therefore  Miss  A.  is  a lady."  Now,  sir,  "er.- 
tlemen  of  ihe  learned  party  here  reasoned  thus  in 
this  contest — members  of  Congress  have  a Go- 
vernor’s certificate,  with  a broad  seal.  Messrs.  Ay- 
crigg  and  company  have  certificates  with  the  broad 
seal,  therefore,  Messrs  Aycrigg  and  company  are 
members  of  Congress.  Now, sir,  Ideny  thesoundness 
of  the  log  c.  The  reasoning  is  unsound,  and  ihe  con- 
clusions are  false.  I know  men  who  wear  boots 
who  are  not  gentlemen;  and  so  very  common  is 
it  for  every  description  and  character  of  men  to 
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wear  bco!s,  that  boots  no  longer  afford  even  prima 
facie  evidence  of  a gentleman.  I know  girls  and 
women  who  wear  corsets  that  are  not  ladies,  and, 
indeed,  it  is  so  common  for  women  to  wear  cor- 
sels, that  corsets  are  no  longer  prima  facie  evidence 
of  a lady;  and,  sir,  I have  even  known  ladies  to  be 
wit  lout  corsets. 

I know  men  who  have  a certificate  with  the  broad 
seal  who  are  not  members  of  Congress;  and,  indeed, 
so  common  is  it  becoming,  that  a certificate  with 
the  broad  seal  is  no  longer  prima  facie  evidence  that 
he  who  bears  it  is  a member  of  Congress. 

But  we  have  been  told  more  than  a thousand 
times  this  is  a broad  seal — “ the  broad  seal  of  New 
Jersey .”  This  seal  is  not  the  track  of  a calf’s  foot; 
no,  sir,  it  is  the  track  of  an  ox’s  foot.  'When  it  is 
slapped  down,  it  makes  a splash  like  the  elephant's 
foot  in  a wet  day.  Sir,  it  must  be  as  broau  as  the 
foot  of  Milton’s  devil, when  he  was  cast  out  of  hea- 
ven, which  covered  ten  acres  of  ground ; yes, 
broader,  for  Governor  Bennington’s  certificate  and 
broad  seal  covered  the  whole  townships  of  South 
Amboy  and  Millville,  and  nullified  the  entire  vote 
of  both,  the  surface  of  which  I take  to  be  equal  to 
that  of  the  original  surveyed  townships  of  the 
West,  which  I believe  are  each  six  miles  square, 
■which  would  be  a surface  of  seventy-two  square 
miles.  This  is  going  the  whole  in  nullifica- 
tion. But,  sir,  we  are  implored  to  the  support  and 
defence  of  ihe  broad  seal, because  it  had  its  origin  in 
ancient  times,  and  has  in  its  character  the  solem- 
nity of  antiquity.  Sir,  in  my  esdmation,  its  power 
and  character  diminish  by  its  antiquity.  I believe 
the  kind  of  seal  in  our  use  can  be  traced  no 
farther  back  than  the  close  ^of  the  Norman 
conquest,  and  if  that  is  the  t;me  of  its  be- 
ginning, its  antiquity  is  but  a poor  recom- 
mendation in  its  behalf.  It  had  its  invention 
and  origin  ip  the  days  of  darknes-',  ignorance,  and 
barbariiy,  when  human  ingenuity  was  concentrated 
tupon  the  invention  of  arms,  and  when  the  most 
valuable  human  requisilions  cons  sted  in  the  skil- 
ful and  dexterous  use  of  those  arms,  and  the  most 
skilful  and  successful  mode  of  carrying  on  a bar- 
barous warfare;  when  letters  were  unknown,  and 
science  and  philosophy  were  held  in  contempt. 
This  was  the  origin  of  ihe  broad  seal.  It  was  used  to 
signify  the  intent  to  confirm  a con'ract,  and  convey 
real  estate  in  fee  simple,  for  a time,  or  in  trust;  and 
the  seal  it  elf  consisted  in  making  a scrawl  on 
parchment,  which  was  not  unlike  the  mark  on  pa- 
per which  a spider  would  make  in  its  escape  from 
the  contents  of  an  inkstand.  So  much  for  the  an- 
tiquity and  invention  of  the  broad  seal,  upon  the 
solemnity  and  sac:  ed  preservation  of  which  depends 
he  preservation  of  the  sovereignly  of  Mew  Jersey, 
and  without  which  her  government  must  be  over- 
thrown, and  she  blotted  out  of  the  Federal  Union  1 
But,  sir,  I am  unwilling  that  the  broad  seal  shall 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  character  for  antiquity 
■which  the  learned  party  here  are  disposed  to  attach 
to  it.  I think  the  antiquity  of  the  broad  seal  will 
have  to  commence  wi  h the  reign  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  who  assumed  the  administraticn  of  Eng- 
land on  the  abdication  of  the  throne  by  King 
James.  Soon  after  James  the  Second  came  to  the 
the  throne  he  manifested  a disposition  to  patronise 
and  support,  by  his  royal  influence  and  revenue,  the 


cause  of  the  Roman  Catholic,  to  the  prejudice 
and  exclusion,  of  that  of  the  Protestant  religion, 
and  to  such  an  extent  did  he  carry  his  measures 
that  the  nation  became  aliimsd  and  commeuced 
operations  with  a view  10  put  a stop  to  those  tnno- 
vaiions  upon  their  civil  and  leligious  liberties;  and 
such  was  the  general  feeling  arid  indignation  mani- 
fested that  King  James,  fearing  a civil  revolution 
and  the  loss  of  bis  head  as  well  as  his  throne,  in 
turn  became  alarmed,  and  gave  hisGovernment  and 
throne  “leg bail”  for  security;  aud  it  se.ms  that  he 
attached  the  same  kind  of  consequence  to  the  broad 
seal  gentlemen  here  do,  for  he  took  it  with  him  in 
his  flight  to  France  and  cait  it  into  the  river 
Thames,  thinking  thereby  to  submerge  the  English 
Government,  and  wnn  it  all  her  political , civil, 
and  religious  institutions;  so  that  it  it  is  intended 
that  the  broad  seal  shall  enjoy  the  benefit  of  anti- 
quiiy  fiom  the  close  of  thu  Norman  conquest,  gen- 
tlemen will  have  to  devise  some  means. to  procure 
it  liom  the  bottom  of  the  Thames,  -otherwise  they 
will  have  to  commence  its  antiquity  with  the  abdi- 
cation of  King  Janies.  But  the  reasoning  of 
King  James  in  relation  to  the  effect  of  the  loss  of 
the  broad  teal  was  about  as  lallacious  as  the  rea- 
soning of  gentlemen  he-v  irr  relation  to  the  effect 
upon  the  sovereignty  ai.d  institutions  of  New  Jer- 
sey,  by  a violation  of  her  broad  seal.  The  English 
Government  was  not  submerged  either  by  throw- 
ing the  broad  seal  into  the  Thames  or  the  abdica- 
tion of  King  James.  All  the  civil  institutions  in 
the  Government  continued  iheir  opeiations.  The 
judicial  lunciions  were  continued,  civil  magistiates 
and  ministerial  officers  continued  to  discharge  their 
duties.  Little  or  no  change  was  effected,  or  violence 
perpeiraled;  some  few  Roman  Catholic  institutions 
were  prostrated,  and  Feversham  disbanded  the 
Iroops  in  the  immediate  neighborhood,  without 
either  paying  them  or  disarming  them;  and  these 
wereabout  the  consequences.  The  bishops  and  peers, 
who  were  then  in  town,  being  the  highest  remain- 
ing authority  in  the  State,  (lor  the  Pi -ivy  Council, 
composed  of  the  king’s  minions,  and  his  creatures, 
was  totally  disregarded  and  held  in  contempt,)  as- 
sembled; they  chose  the  Marquis  of  Halifax  their 
Speaker.  They  gave  direciions  to  the  judicial, 
civil  and  ministeiial  departments  to  continue  in 
the  di-charge  of  their  several  duties.  They  reunited 
the  army,  and  i-sued  orders,  which  were  obeyed, 
to  the  fleet,  the  army,  and  all  tiie  garrisons,  and 
at  the  same  time  placed  th?  Prince  of  Orangs,  the 
next  of  the  blood  royal,  on  ihe  throne,  and  the  Go- 
vernment went  on  as  before.  And  this  is  all  the 
effect  that  both  the  loss  of  the  broad  seal  and  the  ab- 
dication of  ihe  throne  had  on  the  Government  of 
England.  What  disastrous  comequences  have  we 
to  fear,  then,  to  the  sovereignty  of  New  Jersey, 
when  our  course  is  to  secure  justice  to  her  citizens, 
and  stability  and  freedom  to  her  instituiions. 

Such  tanatical  andsuperstitious  attachment  to  the 
broad  seal  is  worthy  the  slavish  land  of  ptecedents, 
aristocratic  customs  aud  despotic  dogmas.  When 
in  the  reign  of  George  III  the  broad  seal  of  Eng- 
land was  stolen  from  the  high  Chancellor,  a ques- 
tion was  enteitained  and  discussed,  whether  the 
thief  who  stole  the  broad  sea  l was  not  the  King, 
de  facto,  of  England,  and  George  1(1  merely  King 
de  jure-,  nor  is  the  broad  seal  of  New  Jersey 
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entitled  to  the  solemnity  which  gentlemen  here 
attach  to  it,  trom  ant  quity.  If  I mistake  net, 
history  authorize';  me  to  say  that  the  Governor  of 
the  colony  of  New  Jersey  was  a tory  in  the  Re- 
volution, fled  his  country,  and  bore  the  broad  seal 
with  him;  so  gentlemen  must  limit  the  antiquity  of 
this  broad  seal  to  the  State  organization  of  New 
Jersey.  This  is  not  the  first,  lime  the  broad  seal 
has  been  used  for  the  base  purpos°s  of  fraud.  The 
Earl  of  Essex,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  coun- 
terfeited the  broad  seal  of  England,  and  thereby 
seized  many  large  e-tates,  which  he  enjoyed  for 
some  years  before  the  fiaud  was  discovered. 

Sir,  during  a part  of  my  remarks  on  the  broad 
seal  of  New  Jersey,  and  ihe  fanatic  attachment  of 
the  learned  of  this  House  to  it,  a gentleman,  who 
sat  in  Ihe  ga'lery,  made  notes  of  what  I said;  he 
turned  a portion  of  those  remarks  into  rhyme,  and 
presented  it  to  me — here  it  is.  To  the  end,  that 
some  future  use  might  be  made  of  it,  I was  desi- 
rous to  prefix  a tune  to  which  it  might  be  sung. 
Finding  my  own  poetical  and  musical  abilities  in- 
sufficient (for  i have  no  poetical  talent,  nor  have 
I any  turn  for  music,  save  that  I sometimes  draw 
the  horse’s  tail  across  ihe  catgut,  and  squeak  out  a 
little  mus  e for  my  own  amusement,  not  for  any 
other  person's,)  I applied  to  my  little  son  Thomas, 
(a  boy  ten  years  old,)  who  is  a musician,  and  I 
fear  has  a talent  for  poetry,  (I  fear  so,  for  I have 
seldom  known  a native  musician  and  poet  that  was 
good  for  any  thing  else)  to  assist  me.  He  took 
hold  of  the  paper,  and,  counting  the  syllables  of  the 
first  two  lines  of  the  verse,  instantly  applied  the 
Air — “Jim  Brown.'’’ 

When  England’s  Third  George  madly  ruled  o’er  the  land, 

A thief  stole  his  seal  from  ihe  Chancellor’s  hand; 

And  quibblers  in  crimson,  and  vicars  iu  lawn, 

Asked,  who  was  the  King,  when  the  broad  seal  was  gone! 
Andsome  were  so  simple — ay,  passing  belief— 

As  to  say  that  the  sovereignty  lodged  with  the  thief; 

That  George  was  a sovereign— Je  jure— alone, 

While  the  thief  with  the  seal  was,  de  facia,  the  Throne. 

But,  excepting  this  time, .since  the  days  of  King  James, 

When  he  threw  the  great  seal  in  the  midst  of  the  Thames, 

No  child  e’er  conceived,  tho’  his  sire  was  an  ass, 

That  sovereignty  lived  in  a circle  of  brass; 

That  Liberty  nestledin  lumps  of  red  wax, 

Affixed  to  dead  leather  from  bellweather  backs. 

Till  Pennington’s  seal,  with  its  plough  and  its  steer, 

Was  shown  as  the  presence  of  sovereignty  here. 

Yes,  yes:  it  was  left  for  the  wise  of  our  time, 

To  second  an  error  so  grand  and  sublime. 

True,  Essex  the  Earl,  in  Elizabeth’s  time, 

Counterfeited  the  seal  of  his  sovereign  for  crime, 

And  many  a broad  belted  Earldom  he  gained. 

And  with  the  strong  hand  of  a noble  r fained; 

But  at  last  Gaffer  Time,  that  old  mar  plot,  revealed 
What  Essex  so  long  from  the  nation  con-ecaled; 

And  back  to  the  owners  the  lands  were  returned, 

While  the  records  were  crossed,  and  the  title  deeds  burned. 

The  seal  ofNew  Jersey,  tho’  good  in  its  way, 

Is  not  half  so  ancient  as  many  folks  say. 

When  a province,  and  during  the  Third  George’s  reign, 

A tory  her  Governor  long  did  remain; 

But  finding,  at  last,  revolution  was  brewing, 

And  fearing  ihe  quid  they  designed  for  his  chewing, 
lie  cleared,  with  the  seal  in  his  pocket — oh,  fie  1 
And  left  its  antiquity — all  in  my  eye. 

Illustrious  seal ! thou  art  bigger,  by  half, 

Thao  the  head  ofa  cat,  nr  the  foot  of  a calf. 

An  ox  could  not  cover  thee  over,  ’tis  plain, 

Milton’s  devil,  to  do  it,  would  labor  in  vain. 

He  covered  ten  acres  with  only  one  font, 

But  you  covered  Milvilleand  Amboy  to  boot. 

Yes,  Milville  and  Amboy,  anil,  sorrowful  late, 

You  palsied  the  popular  will  of  a Stale. 

But  softly,  my  muse,  thou  art  fast  in  thy  zeal; 

The  lovers  of  freedom  have  oalsied  the  seal. 
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Yes!  spite  of  ihy  mighty  defenders — Oh!  brass 
Impressed  in  red  wax  on  the  skin  6f  an  ass — 

Thou  arl  left  for  thy  own  sovereign  people  to  scorn. 

Though  lovely  art  thou  with  thy  field  of  ripe  corn; 

Thy  ox  and  thy  husbandman  blush  to  he  shown, 

Declaring  a fact  which  the  people  wont  own; 

Thy  presence  is  evidence,  only,  that  men 
Can  do  with  thy  face  what  they  do  with  a pen, 

That  is,  they  can  use  thee  to  solemnize  frauds, 

As  wedding  rings  often  are  given  to  bawds; 

But  simpletons  only  will  swallow  for  truth, 

What  apes  would  reject  in  the  days  of  their  youth. 

Once,  gentlemen,  only,  wore  ruffles  and  boots, 

And  lovelocks  and  dickeys  and  superfine  suits; 

And  ladies,  alone,  in  tight  corsets  were  seen, 

In  dancing  saloons  or  in  walks  on  the  green; 

And  members  of  Congress,  alone,  were  revealed, 

By  writings  on  parchment,  by  Governor’s  sealed; 

But  now  many  loafers  in  boots  walk  the  street, 

And  woman— not  ladies — in  corsets  we  meet; 

And  men  claiming  seats  in  the  halis  of  the  land, 

With  sovereignty  waxed  in  the  gripe  of  the  hand, 

Whose  rights  to  the  same  scarcely  equalled  the  brutes 
Who  furnished  them  parchment  and  wool  for  their  suits. 

But  reason  looks  down  from  her  mountain  top  throne, 

And  passing  the  boots,  takes  the  decent  alone; 

And  throwing  the  corsets  and  signets  behind, 

Takes  ladies  for  ladies  and  members  in  kind. 

Then  hey  for  the  age,  when  ihe  mark  of  a dolt, 

Though  broad  as  an  ox  or  as  small  as-a  colt, 

Is  passed  by  tlr6  free,  for  the  facts  of  the  case, 

And  parchment  and  wax  to  the  people  give  place. 

But,  sir,  in  all  these  arguments  and  conclusions 
in  favor  of  ihe  riehts  of  the  people  of  Neiv  Jersey, 
to  the  exclusion  of  her  bread  seal,  which  has  been 
on  this  occasion  used  to  prostrate  them,  we  are  met 
with  the  all  omnipotent  objection  of  PRECEDENT, 
Sir,  we  have  been  hammered  with  precedent!  pre- 
cedent ! until  we  are  all  beaten  into  stupidity.  Sir, 
I hold  in  my  hand  ihe  Constitution  and  its  amend- 
ments, and  the  whole  put  together  is  not  larger 
than  a child’s  primer,  and  its  easy  comprehension 
resembles  the  contents  of  the  book  it  in  size  repre- 
sents. Its  brevity  depends  upon  the  simplicity  and 
clearness  of  its  provisions  and  propositions,  and  the 
whole  most  happily  displays  the  powerful  minds 
and  clear  comprehensions  of  ihose  who  framed  it. 
Every  sentence  in  it  shows  that  its  authors  meant 
what  they  said,  and  said  what  they  meant,  and  no 
more.  Hence  it  is  !hat  the  Democracy  of  this 
country,  entertaining  fhis  view  of  the  Constitution, 
deny  to  the  Federal  Government  the  right  to  exer- 
cise any  power  not  expressly  authorized  by  the 
Constitution.  And  yet,  simple  and  plain  as  it  is, 
adapted,  as  it  is  and  as  it  was  intended  to  be,  to  the 
most  common  unlettered  understanding,  not  a 
question  can  come  up  here  that  has  any  connection, 
mediate  or  immediate,  with  the  Constitution,  but 
we  are  led  into  the  labyrinths  and  mazes  of  anti- 
quity for  precedents  to  illustrate  it.  We  have  our 
uncomplexed  Constitution;  we  have,  what  we  sup- 
pose to  be,  our  plain,  simple,  and  well  understood 
maxims,  customs,  and  institutions,  that  all  are  sup- 
posed to  understand,  and  all  of  which  have_  an 
analogy  to  our  Republican  Government,  by  which 
we  live  and  by  which  we  hope  to  die.  But,  I repeat, 
that  a question  can  hardly  be  raised  here,  but 
what  we  are  driven,  for  its  illustration,  into  the  dark, 
damp,  winding  labyrinths  of  antiquity  for  prece- 
dents, which,  when  found,  only  serve  to  involve 
us  in  the  fog  and  the  mazes  of  metaphysical 
jargon.  Sir,  1,  as  an  American  citizen,  hold  my- 
self bound  by  none  of  them,  only  as  they  illustrate 
truth  and  maintain  justice.  Our  gallant  ancestors, 
by  a bravery  and  patriotism  which  shall  ever  bs 
the  subject  of  shout  and  song,  threw  off  their 
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allegiance  in  ihe  throne  and  Government  of  Grra' 
Britai'i.  Tr.ey  broke  the  chains  anl  burst  the 
shaekl  s that  bound  us  to  an  -order  of  despotic 
dogma' and  a set  of  aristocratic  maxims;  and  i 
hold  that  all  obligations  have  been  canceled,  and 
we  are  now  free.  But  gentlemen  say,  “No:  we 
are  bound  by  precedents  ” Sir,  we  might  as  well 
be  under  the  mandates  of  her  Britannic  Majesty, 
as  to  have. ail  our  own  free  and  simp'e  institutions 
overthrown  by  the  aristocratic  precedents  common 
to  England.  To  little  effect  did  our  ar-ces:ors  ba  - 
de for  independence,  and  to  as  little  effect  did  they 
ply  their  patriotism  and  skill  to  rear  a Govern- 
ment of  Ires  institutions,  if  the  divine  right  of 
king  precedent  is  to  dictate  laws,  and  enforce  his 
despoiic  mages  upon  us,  to  the  exclusion  of  our 
own  Constitution  and  laws,  and  in  the  teeth  of 
common  sense,  and  the  plain  principles  of  justice. 
Why,  sir,  one  would  be  led  to  believe,  from  the 
vast  consequence  attached  by  gentlemen  in  this 
discussion  to  precedent,  that  it  is  the  prerogative 
of  precedent  to  not  only  control  the  civil  action  of 
the  living,  but  to  judge  the  deal.  Sir,  such 
dogmas  may  suit  such  as  occasionally  amuse 
and  delight  themselves  in  pronouncing  eulogies, 
such  as  did  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Thompson,]  the  other  day,  on  the  Government 
and  institutions  of  England.  We  always  have 
had  a party  in  i his  country  who  have  been  a little 
more  attached  to  the  political  institutions  of  Eng 
land  tnan  those  of  their  own  country.  For  my 
part,  sir,  I have  no  love  for  the  concern.  I look 
upon  their  Government  and  all  their  political  in- 
stitutions as  a rotten,  corrupt,  and 'despotic  esta- 
blishment, at  war  with  every  true  native  principle 
of  human  liberty;  and  most  of  their  maxims  and 
precedents  incompatible  with  the  simple  institu- 
tions of  our  country.  Their  corrupt  policy 
has  bankrupted  the  nation,  fastened  shackles  of 
slavery  on  their  people,  that  will  never  be  broken, 
and  tilled  their  continent  with  hungry,  pinching, 
and  naked  beggars  Yes,  s r,  tombs  of  despotism 
and  antiquity  have  been  torn  opun,  and  the  roiten 
and  half  decayed  volumes  of  other  ages  and  other 
centuries  paraded  forth  to  prove  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  that  tbs  apostolic  reverence  doe  the 
worm-eaten  carcass  and  gray  locks  of  precedent  de 
rnand  that  Governor  Pennington’s  certificate  and 
the  broad  seal  of  New  Jersey,  in  the  face  of  justice 
and  truth,  staring  us  in  the  teeth,  and  in  the  viola- 
tion of  the  voice  of  a majo-ity  of  sixty  thou- 
sand freemen,  entitles  Messrs.  Avcrigg  and 
company  to  seats  in  this  hail.  As  I have  be- 
fore said,  the-great  question  seems  to  rest  in  this 
simple  inquiry,  whether  Governor  PenninatmV 
certificate  and  his  broad  seal  shall  secure 
to  Messrs.  Aycrigg  and  his  associates  seats 
in  this  Congres*,  or  whether  evidence,  indisputable 
and  now  in  our  possession,  of  ihe  fact  that  Messrs. 
Dickerson  an!  his  associates  have  had  a majority  of 
all  the  votes  in  New  Jersey,  shall  entitle  them  to 
seats.  The  Opposition  go  for  and  sustain  the  cer- 
tificate members,  and  we,  the  Democracy,  believe 
In  and  support  the  force  and  power  of  he  poll- 
books;  that  s,  we  go  for  and  support  the  claims  of 
the  members  eleced  by  the  penp'e.  The  Opposition 
rely  upon  precedent  to  sustain  their  posifon,  as  I 
{stave  before  said.  Now,  sir,  although  no  advocate 


for  precedent  farther  than  it  will  support  justice 
aid  confirm  tight,  I will,  for  the  benefit  of  some 
g n Semen  here,  recite  a few  c rses  of  precedent, 
which  1 think,  from  the  character  of  their  au  hority, 
will  have  a b-coming  weight,  at  least  with  those 
who  are  t e authors  of  some  of  them.  We  go,  I 
say,  for  lire  polls,  and  we  were  opposed  to  either  of 
the  contesting  membtrs  participating  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Blouse  until  we  weie  in  possession  of 
he  proper  amount  of  evidence  to  decide  upon  their 
c'aim-.  And  now  for  the  precedents  (modern,  not 
anebnt.)  The  first  case  of  precedent  I will  pre- 
sent in  ’avor  of  our  position,  is  the  case  of  Moore 
and  Letcher  of  Kentucky,  which  occurred  in  1834 
— a case  involving  precisely  the  same  question  and 
principles  that  this  doe.--,  only  that  Moore,  the  certi- 
ficate member,  was  a Democrat. 

Mr.  Aycrigg  and  his  assoc  ates  in  th:s  case  are 
Whigs;  and  in  that  case  neither  of  the  parties 
were  permittsd  to  participate  in  the  organization  of 
the  House.  So  far  we  ate  sutained  in  our  refusal 
to  permit  Messrs.  Aycrigg  and  his  associates  to 
participate  in  the  organization  of  the  House.  But 
h'  re  comes  the  Whig  opinions  in  that  contest. 
Mr.  Duncan  read: 

Mr-  Allan,  it  will  be  seen,  opened  the  question  by  objecting 
“to  the  reception  of  the  returns  transmitted  by  the  Go- 
vernor of  Kentucky,  as  reins  illegal,  and  null;”  and  the 
ground  upon  which  he  declared  the  certiticate  iliegal  and  null, 
was  one  which  did  not  appear  on  the  face  of  the  certiticate  it- 
self, nor  in  any  official  document  of  the  Governor  of  Kentucky, 
but  which  does  appear  in  an  official  communication  of  the  Go- 
vernor of  New  Jersey  in  regard  to  the  certificates  given  bJ 
him  to  the  minority  candidates  there.  It  is  “that  they  [th* 
returning  officers]  had  not  counted  all  th  < votes. ” 

Mr.  Chilton  of  Kentucky,  another  Whig  member,  said  that 
“ the  sole  question  was,  whether  the  certificate  which 
HA®  BEEN  PRODUCED  WAS  OR  WAS  NOT  OP  A LEGAL  CHA- 
RACTER.” He  insisted  it  was  not,  because  the  law  had  non 
been  “ complied  with  ” 

Mr.  Marshall  contended  that  the  certificate  was  void,  “ be- 
cause it  DID  NOT  CONTAIN  EVIDENCE  OF  THE  MAIN  FACT — 
WHAT  WAS  THE  CHOICE  OF  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

This  was  wiiat  the  House  wanted,  and  this  (X)UL1>  HE 
OBTAINED  FROM  THE  LEGAL  RECORD— THE  POLL 

HOOKS— CERTIFIED  COPIES  OF  WHICH  ARB  NOW  ON  THE 
Clerk’s  tablb.” 

Mr.  Ellsworth  (another  Federalist)  took  the  position  “that 
the  House  would  be  governed  by  THE  ACTUAL  STATE  OF 
THE  BALLOT  BOX.”  not  by  the  Governor's  certificate. 

Mr.  ADAMS  assumed  that  “THE  DIFFICULTY  HAD 
ARISEN  IN  A FRAUD,”  and  upon  that  question  he  “ WA$ 
PREPARED  TO  SIT  AND  VOTE  UNTIL  IT  SHOULD  Bfi 
SETTLED.” 

Mr.  D.  remarked  that  the  doses  that  he  now  was 
administering  were  bitter  Joses.  They  nauseated 
the  stomachs  and  sickened  the  bowels  of  gentlemen 
to  whom  they  were  administered.  They  were 
technically  called  drastic  doses,  by  knishts  of  the 
lancet;  but  sickening  as  they  were,  be  hoped  gen- 
tlemen would  take  them  in  confidence  and  good 
fai  h,  as  they,  perhaps,  would  have  the  effect  to 
cn>e  that  most  dangerous  and  malignant  disease 
«i'h  which  they  are  affected,  he  meant  the  disease 
of  inconsistency — a disease  n ost  calculated  of  all 
others  t > subvert  the  moral  faculties,  destroy  every 
pretension  t«  ttuth  and  justice,  and  overthrow  a 
reputation  for  candor  and  sincerity.  This  disease 
has  both  its  remote  and  proximae  caU'e  in  a drop- 
sical overflow  of  the  the  foul  waters  of  Federalism, 
and  there  were  the  best  doses  lor  such  a malady. 
Moreover,  the  prescription  is  made  by  a regular 
built  physician,  not  one  who  boasts  o!  his  profes- 
sional skill  at  all,  but  otre  who  has  the  prima  facie 
evidence  of  his  profession  ; that  is,  he  has  the 
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parchment  wiih  the  appropriate  certificate,  and 
that,  ton,  in  classic  language,  with  all  ihe  diplo 
malic  11  nirishes;  the  blue  riband,  and,  what  is  of 
vastly  more  importance,  the  6roa  i seal  of  a regu 
Jarly  and  legally  authorized  and  tstablished  meti- 
cal college,  of  the  good  old  orthodox  or  er  ; none  of 
your  new  fashioned  root,  vegetable,  botanical,  elec- 
tromagnetic, Thompsonian,  No.  G institution. 
Then,  sir,  according  to  the  doctrines  advanced 
here,  and  the  omnipotent  consequence  attached  to 
certificates  and  broad  seals,  gent'emen  must  take  in 
good  faith  the  ptescr  [items  of  any  one  who  has  the 
pritaa  facie  evidence  of  the  medical  profession, 
though  he  be  the  greatest  empiric  thit  ever  dis- 
graced the  order  of  the  faucet.  Wi  h his  explanation, 
sir,  I proceed  to  prescribe,  and  with  the  best  hope 
of  success. 

Mr.  Binney  (another  Federalist  and  lawyer  of  eminence) 
laid  it  down  as  a principle,  that  “there  is  some  weight  in 
THE  POLLS.  AND  UNLESS  IT  WAS  COUNTERACTED  BY  EVIDENCE, 
THE  POLLS  MUST  STAND.  ” 

Mr.  Lincoln  maintained  the  same  principle.  But  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Banks,  (one  of  the  most  honest,  enlightened,  and 
respected  Federal  members,)  which  was  made  upon  a motion 
Of  his  own  to  give  Mr  Letcher  tiie  seat,  alter  the  first  resolu- 
tions, given  above,  had  passe;!,  assumed  (lie  highest  ground, 
and  we  think  the  true  ground,  after  the  House  had  rejected  the 
Governor's  certificate  as  not  corresponding  with  the  polls.  He 
said,  “the  majority  of  votes  does  entitle  the  person 
TO  WHOM  THEY  ARE  GIVEN  TO  HIS  SEAT  Mr.  LETCHER 
SHOULD,  THEN,  IN  OUR  OPINION,  BE  CONSIDERED  IN  THIS 
TRIAL  AND  DISCUSSION  AS  lN  POSSESSION  OF  HIS  SEAT.” 

Mr.  Chilton  of  Kentucky  said  ihe  sole  question  in  ihe  case 
was,  whether  the  certificate’ which  had  been  produced.  Was  or 
was  npt  of  a legal  character  The  duty  of  the  sheriffs  was 
plainly  pointed  out  by  the  law,  and  all  to  be  decided  was, 
whether  they  had  complied  with  it  or  not.  He  then  reviewed 
the  certificate,  and  insisted  that  it  was  palpable  that  they  had 
not.  Nor  could  he  admit,  as  had  been  concluded,  that  though 
the  evidence  furnished  by  such  a paper  might  be  incomplete, 
yet  it  was  the  next  best  that  could  be  obtained  in  the  case,  and 
therefore  ought  to  he  received.  Would  it  be  admitted  in  a 
court  ofjustice,  in  a case  where  there  were  two  witnesses  to  a 
fact,  one  of  them  competent,  credible,  and  disinterested,  and 
the  other  of  an  opposite  character,  that,  if  the  first  could  not  be 
obtained,  the  testimony  of  the  interested  witness  must  be  ad- 
mitted, because  it  was  the  next  best?  Surely  not. 

Mr.  C.  dwelt  upon  the  dangerous  consequences  that  must 
grow  out  of  the  reception  of  such  a paper  to  the  purity  of  elec- 
tions, and  the  safety  of  the  elective  franchise. 

• * • * < « • 

Mr.  Marshall  of  Kentucky  went  into  an  examination  of 
the  certificate  on  which  Mr.  Moore  claimed,  and  insisted  that 
no  court  of  justice  in  ihe  country  would  receive  it  as  evidence 
under  the  law  of  Kentucky.  The  paper  did  not  contain  evi- 
dence of  the  main  fact  in  the  case,  viz:  what  was  the  choice  of 
the  people  of  the  district  in  question?  This  was  what  the 
House  wanted,  and  this  could  be  obtained  from  the  legal  re 
cord,  the  poll  bo  iks;  certified  copies  of  all  which  were  now  on 
the  Clerk's  table.  The  certificate  was  only  a substitute  for 
these,  admitted  out  of  convenience;  but  if  it  was  defective,  then 
resort  must  be  hail  to  the  records  themselves — which  were  the 
very  best  possible  evidence  in  the  case. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  presumed  that  if  either  of  the  cla  manta 
could  satisfy  the  House  what  had  been  the  actual  state  of  the 
ballot  box,  the  House  would  be  governed  by  that  fact,  and  de- 
cide accordingly.  This  was  not  one  of  those  cases  where  a ma- 
jority of  sheriffs  d >u Id  act  for  the  whole.  Had  they  certified 
that  A B had  neen  elected  according  to  tlia  votes  of  one  county, 
could  that  he  deemed  sufficient'?  Surely  not.  Suppose  they 
had  certified  the  same  according  to  two  counties,  would  that  he 
admitted?  or  of  three?  why  then  of  four,  when  fi  e counties  had 
voted?  would  a certificate  be  admitted  that  a certain  piper  was 
the  record  of  a court,  except  one  page!  This  was  just  such  a 
certificate. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Wednesday,  June  11,  1834, 
the  case  of  ihe  contested  election  of  Messrs.  Moore  and  Letcher 
being  under  consideration— 

Mr.  Adams  said:  There  was  no  difficulty  in  the  question;  or, 
if  there  was,  the  House  had  already  surmounted  if,  by  deciding 
on  all  the  questions  of  principle  involved  What  remained  w*h 
easy;  and  if  the  House  would  only  nroc  edas  it  had  beefi  occ.ij 

ied.  they  would  arrive  without  difficulty  at  a just  result.  And 

e,  for  one.  was  prepared  msir  and  vote  till  it  should  bs  settled. 
The  difficulty  had  arisen  in  a fraud. 


Mr.  Einnky  of  Pennsylvania,  remarked;  Were  the  votes 
illegally  received  or  illegally  rejected?  That  was  the  first  ques- 
tion. There  was  some  weight  in  the  polls;  and  unless  it  was 
counteracted  by  evidence,  the  polls  must  stand.  If  evidence 
was  brought  to  counteract  them,  that  evidence  must  he  judged 
of  as  it  was  elsewhere — as  it  was  daily  judged  of  in  the  courts 
ofjustice;  and  when  it  had  been  weighed  on  both  sides,  the 
scale  preponderating  must  be  allowed  to  preponderate. 

Mr.  Lincoln  repudiated  the  idea  of  the  decision  being  iro 
practicable,  or  even  difficult.  All  that  was  to  be  done  was  to 
lay  down  a just  principle,  and  then  try  the  items  of  evidence  by 
it.  Asrreat  outrage  had  been  committed  on  the  people  and 
laws  of  Kentucky,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  vindi- 
cate those  rights.  Would  the  House  consummate  the  very  ob- 
ject in  view  of  that  sheriff  who  had  fraudulently  withheld  th* 
poll  hook!  Would  they  become  instruments  to  effect  his  pur- 
pose which  was  to  defeat  the  election  of  Mr.  Letcher?  The 
House  was  bound  to  teach  a lesson  on  that  subject,  which 
should  prevent  ihe  repetition  of  such  an  outrage. 

Extracts  from  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Banks,  in  the  House  of 

Representatives , May  2n,  1834,  on  the  contested  election  of 

Messrs  Moore  and  Letcher, [of  Kentucky. 

In  my  judgment,  the  majority  of  the  votes  entitled  Mr- 
Letcher  to  the  certificate  of  election.  The  certificate,  which 
tens  given  for  Mr.  Moore , and  forwarded  to  the  Secretary 
of  State , was  not  only  irregular , but  absolutely  void.  It  was 
not  signed  by  all  the  sheriffs;  it  appeared,  on  the  face  of  it.  that 
all  the  votes  given  in  the  district  were  not  compared  and  added 
up.  It  was  proved  that  the  Lincoln  poll  was  withheld  from  the 
computation,  in  fraud  of  the  law.  in  fraud  of  the  rights  of  the 
electors  of  the  district,  and  in  fraud  of  the  rights  of  Mr.  Letcher. 
The  certificate  was  signed  but  by  three  out  of  the  five  sheriffs  ia 
the  district.  It  is  a principle  of  law  that  we  should  presume 
that  officers  had  done  their  duty,  in  absence  of  proof  to  the  con- 
trary. But  this  presumption  cannot  be  made  in  favor  of  what 
is  irregular  on  its  face;  much  less  can  it  be  made  in  favor  of 
that  which  is  found  to  have  been  done  in  open  violation  of  law 
and  public  duty.  Nor,  in  my  opinion,  does  this  certificate 
derive  any  additional  force  from  the  fact  that  it  was  sent  by  the 
sheriff  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  that!  it  has  been  for- 
warded here.  This  does  not  cure  the  defects;  this  gives  it  no 
additional  authenticity.  It  was,  in  the  first  instance,  void, 
and,  in  my  judgment,  is  still  void.  I do  not  think  that  it  enti- 
tled Mr.  Moore  to  his  seat,  and  I believe  a large  majority  of  the 
members  of  this  House  entertain  the  same  opinion. 

The  production  of  a legal  certificate  entitles  the  person  im 
whose  favor  it  is,  to  his  seat,  in  the  first  instance.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  this  certificate,  the  polls  are  as  lush,  if  not  the  highest, 
evidence  of  the  person  elected  in  the  first  instance,  subject, 
however,  to  be  impeached.  The  majority  of  votes  actually  give* 
entitles  the  person  to  a certificate.  If  no  certificate  is  given, 
then  the  majority  of  votes  does  entitle  the  person  to  whom  they 
are  given  to  his  seat.  Mr.  Letcher  should,  then,  in  my  opinion, 
be  considered,  in  this  trial  and  discussion,  as  in  possession  of  hia 
s at,  and  Mr.  Moore  should  be  held  to  prove  that  the  majority 
of  legal  votes  was  given  fo  him,  and  not  to  Mr.  Letcher.  This 
he  should  do,  hy  clear  and  satisfactory  evidence. 

This  appears  to  he  the  obvious  course  which  should  be  pur- 
sued. This  pins  the  parties  in  the  position  in  which  the  elec- 
tors of  the  district  have  placed  them. 

Here  are  Whig  precedents  and  Whig  opinions 
for  you  ! Here,  sir,  are  precedents  and  opinions 
from  the  learned  heads  and  honest  hearts  of  the 
Whies  in  1834 — in  a contest,  I repeat  it,  involving 
precisjlv  the  same  question,  and  no  other  than  this 
does.  Then  the  polls  were  all  powerful  and  omni- 
potent, an  I the  Governor’s  certificate  and  the  broad 
seal  of  the  sovere  an  State  of  ohl  Kenluek  nothing. 
But  now  the  tables  are  turned;  now  Whigs  ho’d 
the  certificates,  and  the  broad  seal  is  all  powerful, 
and  ’.he  polls  no' hi  nr.  Ye’,  sir;  the  saddle  is  on 
!he  other  horse.  So,  it  seems,  precedent  works  two 
ways;  or,  like  the  juggler’s  card,  it  has  two  faces. 
Tiie  jack  of  clubs  is  presented,  an  I at  the  order, 
“ presto  change,”  instantly  the  beautiful  queen  of 
hearts  appeals.  So  we  go  in  these  times  if  moral 
depravity  and  political  corruption.  But,  sir,  as 
precedent-' are  in  such  high  demand,  we  w^l  ex- 
hibit a fe  v mere.  It  has  been  berated  and  reite- 
r;s  ed,  ov-r  and  over,  that  the  whole  table  rf  prece- 
din’' ancent  and  modern,  is  in  favor  of  receiving 
the  certified  members  in  this  case.  Sir,  1 am  not 
going  to  risk  my  carcass  and  health,  by  going  into 
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the  damp,  unwholesome  vapors  of  Ihe  tombs  of  an- 
tiquity, tu  only  for  a load  or  a snake  to  inhale,  and 
mingle  with  the  spirits  of  the  dead,  to  hunt  up  pre- 
cedents; but  1 will  exhibit  what  I have  found  above 
ground,  and  those  of  modern  times.  I hold  in  my 
hand  a hook,  containing  all  the  cases  of  contested 
elections  since  the  organization  of  this  Government, 
worih  recording.  It  is  a large  book;  it  contains 
one  thousand  and  twenty-five  pages.  I have 
turned  over  every  page  of  this  big  book.  It  is  full 
of  contested  elections.  I have  examined  the  points 
upon  which  every  case  it  contains  turns,  and  the 
principle  upon  which  each  case  has  been  decided; 
and  I iiow  assert,  that  there  is  not  a decision  be- 
tween its  lids  that  will  warrant  the  reception  of  the 
certificate  members  fo  their  seats,  and  I challenge 
successful  contradiction.  It  is  full  of  precedents 
that  either  expressly  or  impliedly  sustain  the  claims 
of  those  members  wiih  the  certified  poll  books, 
showing  that  they  have  a majority  of  the  votes.  1 
will  read  one  or  two.  The  first  to  which  I will 
ask  your  attention  is  the  case  of  Spalding  against 
Meade,  p.  157.  The  point  upon  which  this  case 
turned  is: 

“Congress  is,  by  the  Constitution,  the  exclusive  judge  of  the 
elections  and  returns,  as  well  as  the  qualifications  of  its  mem- 
bers, and  the  returns  from  the  State  authorities  are  print  a 
facie  evidftnce  only  of  an  election,  and  are  not  conclusive  on  the 
Housed 

1 will  ask  your  attention  to  another.  Tt  is  the 
case  of  Mafory  against  Metrtll,  p.  328.  The 
point  upon  which  the  decision  turned  in  this  case  is: 

“Votes  fairly  given  to  a party  may  be  counted  in  his 
favor,  though  they  have  never  been  returned  to  the  proper 
State  authorities;  the  default  of  a return  not  being  chargeable 
upon  such  party.” 

One  more  case,  sir,  if  you  can  have  patience, 
ar.d  I wi  1 trouble  you  no  mote  with  precedents. 
It  is  the  case  of  Biddle  and  Richard  against  Wing, 
p.  504.  In  this  case  it  was  decided  that: 

“The Officers  of  the  different  election  districts  must  certify 
the  result  to  tlie  commissioners,  and  they  must  certify  to  the 
Governor.  They  are  all  ministerial  officers,  and  error  com- 
mitted by  any  of  them,  either  through  mistake  or  design,  is  to 
be  corrected  by  the  House.'' 

One  more,  sir,  strikes  my  mtnd  that  is  in  point: 
Messrs.,  Dickerson  and  his  associates  present  you 
the  certificate  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  showing 
that  they  have  the  majority  of  all  the  votes  polled 
at  the  election  of  which  they  claim  to  be  elected; 
but  this  is  contended  not  to  be  sufficient  evidence. 
Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gholson,  members  from 
Mississippi  for  the  Twenty-filth  Congress,  appeared 
at  the  commencement  of  the  extra  session  of  that 
Congress,  and  claimed  their  seats.  It  was  object- 
ed that  the  evidence  of  their  election  was  not  suffi- 
cient. (I  think  they  had  the  certificate  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State.) 

Mr.  Mercer  of  Va.  offered  the  following,  viz: 

“ Resolved,  That  sufficient  evidence  has  not  been  afforded  to 
this  House  that  John  F.  Claiborne  and  Samuel  .T.  Gholson  ate 
lawfully  entitled  to  seats  therein,” — Jour.  Ex.Ses.p  4 

The  resolution  was  debated.  The  question 
was  laid  on  the  table  by  an  overwhelming 
majority,  and  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Ghol- 
son took  their  seats.  So,  sir,  here  is  an  ad- 
mission of  members  on  the  certificate  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and  here  ends  the  chapter,  with  me, 
on  precedents. 

But,  sir,  we  have  been  told,  in  tones  of  triumph, 
that  New  Jersey  has  confirmed  the  fact  that 
Messrs:  Atcrigo  and  company  were  elected  at  the 


October  election  in  1833, by  electing  a Whig  majority 
to  both  branches  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1839; 
and  this  fact  is  paramount  evidence  that  Messrs. 
Aycrigg  and  company  are  entitled  to  their  seats  in 
this  Congress.  Ye?,  this  is  the  highest  evidence  that 
can  be  demanded  that  Mr.  Dickerson  and  his 
associates  are  not  the  choice  of  a majority  of  the 
people  of  New  Jersey.  Sir,  when  I received  the 
news  of  the  Federal  victory  in  New  Jersey  last  fall, 
I rejoiced  at  it.  Such  was  the  overflowing  tide  of 
Democratic  success  over  every  part  and  portion  of 
the  Union,  that  1 feared  the  consequences.  I dreaded 
that  apa'hy  which  never  fails  to  seize  the  unsus- 
pecting Democracy  upon  universal  victory.  I was 
afraid  that  they  would  be  overtaken  and  overthrown 
by  an  enemy  that  never  sleeps,  before  they  could 
be  awakened  to  a sense  of  their  danger.  Knowing, 
as  I did,  that  the  whole  power  of  Federalism, 
with  all  its  means,  will  be  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  contest  now  commenced,  I felt  rejoiced 
that  we  hatl  met  with  a temporary  deeat,  which 
could  do  no  serious  inj  ury  to  our  cause,  but  which 
would  serve  to  keep,  at  least,  our  sentinels  from 
sleeping  at  their  post.  I thought  and  reasoned  as 
did  Philip  of  Macedon,  when  he  heard,  in  the 
space  of  one  hour,  of  his  success  in  the  chariot 
rates  in  the  Olympic  games,  the  victory  of  his 
troops  in  a great  battle,  and  of  the  birth  of  his  son 
Alexander.  The  Pagan  raised  his  eyes  and  his 
hands  towards  heaven,  and  prayed,  “Oh,  ye  gods  ! 
send  me  some  slight  misfortune,  that  I may  not  be 
overcome  With  this  overflowing  torrent  of  good 
news,  and,  lest  some  great  misroriune  overtake 
me.”  These  were  mv  fee  ings  and  rnv  reflections 
when  I heard  of  Ihe  Whig  victory  of  New  Jersey. 
But,  sir,  we  have  seen  the  fatal  effects  of  political 
apathy  by  successive  victory,  in  our  own  time  and 
country.  History  furnishes  us  with  many  fatal, 
disasters,  both  of  a political  and  military  character, 
from  the  same  cause.  The  immortal  Hannibal 
was  successful  in  his  long  and  arduous  march 
from  New  Carthage  to  the  Rhone.  He  was  suc- 
cessful in  its  perilous  passage,  and  in  conquer- 
ing those  who  were  prepared  to  contend  against 
him.  He  was  successful  in  ascending  the 
Alps,  whose  snow-covered  tops  seemed  to 
reach  the  skies,  and  in  routing  the  Gauls  who  de- 
fended their  passes.  His  cavalry  successfully 
fought  and  routed  the  Roma  n hmse  on  theTicenus. 
The  fields  of  Trebea  yie'de  dhim  victory;  the  Ro- 
man troops  of  Thrasymine  fell  before  him  or  fled 
like  the  timid  hind.  Cannaa  proclaimed  . him  vic- 
tor, and  the  plains  of  Ital v were  his.  T.oe  walls 
of  Rome  shook,  and  her  citadel  trembled  at  his 
name.  But  now  the  fatal  effects  of  unchecked 
success  and  unmixed  victory  seized  him.  Now, 
said  Maharbal,  is  our  time  to  take  Rome;  her 
gates  will  open  to  us.  I will  thin*  of  that,  said 
Planttiba1.  Lulled  by  a mistaken  security,  which 
sometimes  bese  s the  most  vigilant  in  successful 
career,  he  took  his  winter  quarters  tn  Capua,  where 
his  troops  rioted  in  the  fashionable  indulgences  of 
that  opulent  city, on  the  rich  spoils  of  the  conquered 
enemy.  But  when  the  spring  campa'gn  opened, 
they  were  no  longer  the  hardy  soldiers  of  Planni- 
ba);  their  bravery  and  invincible  courage,  and 
their  capacity  for  toil  and  fatigue,  were  exchanged 
for  softness  and  efteminacy,  the  offspring  of  idle- 
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ness  and  luxury,  and  their  love  of  order  and  sub- 
ordination for  contemptuous  mutiny,  supineness, 
and  irregularity;  and,  wiih  all  these,  sunk  the 
power  of  ever  taking  Rome — the  glory  of  Hannibal 
tarnished,  and  his  name  made  less  immortal.  Such, 
sir,  is  the  fate  of  those  who  rest  in  security  upon  suc- 
cess and  victory.  I repeat,  I thought  and  reasoned 
as  d d Phillip  when  I heard  of  the  Whig  victory 
of  New  Jersey.  But,  sir  there  was  no  Whig  victory. 

Sir,  I deny  ihe  position  in  fact  and  in  princple. 
I deny  that  the  fact  that  the  Federalists  have  a 
majority  in  the  present  Legislature  is  any  evidence 
that  a majority  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey  are  in 
favor  of  ihe  certificate  numbers,  and  I deny  that  a 
majority  of  the  voters  of  New  Jersey  have  placed 
a Federal  majority  in  the  Legislature.  I acknow- 
ledge that  there  is  a Federal  majority  in  the  Legis- 
lature, and  I will  account  for  it.  Members  of 
Congress  i n New  Jer-ey  are  elected  by  general 
ticket.  Members  of  the  Legislature  and  of  the 
Council  are  elected  by  counties  and  districts. 

The  Federalists  have  had  the  ascendancy  in  the 
State  Legislature  for  two  years,  and  it  is  a well  known 
fact  that  no  small  part  of  their  time  and  ingenuity 
have  been  devoted  to  districting  ihe  State  so  as  to 
favor  their  party,  and  always  secure  a Federal  ma- 
jority in  the  Legislature;  and  so  well  have  they 
succeeded  that  a Federal  Legislature  may  be,  and 
has  been,  elected  by  the  present  district  system, 
while  there  is  a large  majority  of  Democratic  vo- 
ters in  the  State.  Sir,  as  I have  not  taken  a posi- 
tion, nor  asserted  a tact,  but  what  I have  or  ran 
maintain,  so  I proceed  to  maintain  this,  viz:  that 
so  far  from  the  Governor  being  sustained  in  h s 
corrupt  course,  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the 
people  of  New  Jersey  have  expressed  their  disap- 
probation and  indignation  at  it.  Sir,  the  increased 
Democratic  majority,  of  the  recent  elections,  over 
the  Democratic  majority  of  1838,  is  near  two  thou- 
sand votes.  Here  is  the  proof;  here  are  the  facts 
and  figures;  read  for  yourself.  Here  is  a table 
which  shows  the  Democratic  majorities  and  Whig 
majorities  in  the  several  counties,  in  1838  and 
1839.  Here  they  are;  you  can  run  and  read: 

1839.  1838. 


Bergen, 

Dem.  maj. 
351 

Whig.  maj. 

Dem.  maj. 
225 

Whig  maj 

Parsaic, 

106 

254 

Essex, 

1015 

1561 

Morris, 

Sussex 

1P33 

154 

1639 

224 

Warren, 

2375 

955 

Hunterdon, 

Somerset, 

Middlesex, 

2226 

169 

934 

150 

76 

269 

Mercer, 

Monmouth, 

515 

245 

228 

289 

Burlington, 

Gloucester, 

325 

525 

273 

505 

Atlantic, 

230 

162 

Sa'em, 

Cumberland, 

144 

29 

Cape  May, 

125 

265 

6874 

2516 

4179 

4041 

2516 

4041 

4358 

138 

Dumocratic  majority  in  1838  - 4179 

“ “ “ 1839  - G874 


Showing  a gain  in  favor  of  1839  of  2675 

There  may  be  some  errors  in  the  published 
returns,  from  which  these  abstracts  are  taken,  but 
none  to  vary  the  estimated  majority  materially. 
But  farther,  sir,  in  many  of  the  counties  having 
large  minorities  of  Democratic  voters  no  test  was 
made;  the  Whig  candidates  were  not  opposed,  and 
of  course,  the  Democratic  votes  not  polled.  It  is 
justly  presumed,  that  if  there  had  been  opposing 
candidates  in  every  instance,  the  popular  Demo- 
cratic majority  would  have  been  over  lour  thou- 
sand. What  has  become  of  your  vaunted  asser- 
tion, now,  sir,  “i/rat  the  people  of  New  Jersey  in  their 
recent  elections  have  sustained  the  Governor  and  his 
Council."  These  tables  show. 

Sir,  the  Governor  in  his  so  called  opinion  to 
the  Privy  Council — though  it  better  deserves  the 
cognomen  of  a paltry,  whining,  pining,  hypocritical 
apology  to  the  community,  for  the  fraud  he  has 
practised  upon  them — I say,  in  that  opinion,  he 
submits  and  answer*  the  following  proposition: 
“ But  it  will  be  asked  wilh/orce  and  propriety,  is  a 
candidate  to  lose  his  seat  in  Congress,  because 
a county  clerk  does  not  make  a return  of  the  votes? 
Certainly  not.  If,  through  inadvertence,  or  by  de- 
sign, any  votes  have  not  been  leturned  by  the 
clerks,  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, in  their  discretion,  to  allow  those  votes,  and 
give  the  seat  to  the  person  who  with  those  votes 
may  be  elected,”  &c.  Now,  sir,  it  will  be  re- 
membered that  the  Governor,  in  another  part  of 
his  opinion,  says  that  he  can  act  only  on  the  re- 
turns that  are  made  in  lime.  He  cannot  look 
behind  the  clerks’  returns,  etc.  but  recommends 
the  contestors — whom,  he  admits,  have  “a  majority 
of  all  the  voles  in  the  State,"  and  that  he  has  the  re- 
turns before  him,  which  show  the  fact,  but  he  can 
only  act  on  those  that  have  been  made  in  time — 
to  applv  to  the  House  of  Representatives  for  relief, 
etc.  Well,  sir,  the  contestors  are  here,  and  make 
the  advised  application;  and  how  have  they  been 
me  ? Why,  sir,  the  Opposition,  taking  the  cue 
from  the  Governor,  say,  we  can  do  nothing  for 
you;  we  can’t  look  behind  the  Governor’s  certificate. 
What  incomparable  stuff!  what  superlative  so- 
phistry ! The  only  respect  due  to  it  is  to  treat  jt 
with  the  contempt  it  merits,  and  that  is  silence.  Sir, 
I ihink  New  Jersey  is  “sold  to  the  Dutch."  No, 
not  to  the  Dutch — I wish  it  was — the  Dutch  are 
Democratic.  Swamped  in  the  vocative!  Heels 
over  headjin  the[Federal  mire  ! The  Slate  districted 
so  as  at  all  times  to  secure  a Federal  majority  iu 
the  Legislature  and  Council.  And  now  for  the 
powers  of  the  Legislature.  What  are  they?  Why, 
by  the  Constitution  of  New  Jersey,  the  Legislature 
makes  the  Governor,  and  to  them  alone  is  he  re- 
sponsible; the  Legislature  makes  the  Judiciary;  the 
Legislature  makes  the  county  clerks,  and  the  Coun- 
cil, or  so  many  of  them  as  the  Governor  may  see 
proper  to  select,  (not  less  than  three,)  makes  the 
Governor’s  Privy  Council.  AVhat  prospects  have 
the  Democracy  of  ever  raising  their  heads,  though 
their  majority  at  this  time  of  the  popular  vote  per- 
haps is  not  less  than  four  thousand. 
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A Federal  Legislature  will  always  make  a Fede- 
ral Governor;  a Federal  Governor  will  always  ex- 
pend his  patronage  on  Federal  sts;  a Federal  Go- 
vern<  r will  always  select  a Federal  Council;  a 
Federal  Council  will  always  advise  the  advance- 
ment oi  Federal  men,  Federal  tnea'Ures,  and  Fede- 
ral institutions;  a Federal  Legislature  will  make 
all  their  appointments  of  judges  and  county  clerks 
from  the  creatures  of  their  own  party,  and  they 
will  never  fail  to  carry  down  the  ptinciple  to  ap- 
pointments within  their  gift.  What  have  you  left 
now?  Why,  you  have  but  one  standard  around 
which  you  can  rally — one  loop  on  which  to  hang  a 
hope — the  name  ot  but  one  Sta'e  official  Democrat 
to  d'<  ell  upon  your  bps,  and  that  name  is  James 
D.  Westcott,  Secretary  of  State;  and  just  as  soon 
as  his  time  expires,  he  will  walk  the  chalk,  for  he, 
too,  is  elected  by  the  Legislature.  The  only  rem- 
nant of  practical  franchise  you  have  left,  is  the 
power  you  have  to  elect  by  general  ticket  your 
Representatives  to  Congress.  But  do  not  be  flat- 
tered with  this  hope;  it  is  an  idle  dream,  a vain 
delusion,  and  will  avail  you  nothing;  for  it  you 
succeed  in  giving  your  Democratic  candidates  “a 
majority  of  all  the  voles,”  a Federal  county  clerk 
will  refuse  to  make  returns  in  lime , a Federal  Go- 
vernor will,  in  violation  of  the  law,  refuse  to 
send  for  them,  and  they  not  being  returned 
in  time , be  will  not  act  on  them.  “He  cannot  look 
behind  the  clerk's  returns.”  He  will  give  the  ceiti- 
ficates  to  the  Federal  candidates,  who  have  a ma- 
jority of  vot  s returned  in  time.  Your  Demoratic, 
candidates  who  may  have  “a  majority  of  all  the 
votes,”  in  conformity  with  your  constuutional 
rights,  will  atiend  with  certified  copies  cf  the  poll 
books,  showing  that  they  have  been  elected  by  a 
clear  and  undisputed  majority;  but  they  will  be 
met  at  the  threshold  of  this  hall,  and  told— gentle- 
men, go  home,  we  can  do  nothing  for  you,  we 
cannot  look  behind  the  Governor’s  certificate  and 
the  broad  seal.  Democrats  of  New  Jersey,  have 
you  ready  thought  of  your  situation?  If  you  have 
not,  it  is  time  lor  you  to  wake  up  and  do  yourslves 
justice — it  is  due  to  yourselves  that  you  should  do 
so.  It  is  due  to  the  services  and  memory  of  your 
ancestors;  but  above  all,  it  is  due  to  those  who  will 
come  after  you,  that  you  transmit  to  them  the  free- 
dom of  the  elective  franch  se,  as  puie  and  unem- 
barrased  as  it  descended  to  you. 

Sir,  had  I the  voice  of  thunder,  I would  speak 
in  peals,  to  'he  ear  of  every  lover  of  human  liberty 
in  New  Jersey,  to  rally  to  the  standard  of  his  con- 
stitutional and  equal  right,  and  nerve  himself  to  the 
overthrow  of  Federal  cie-potism,  that  is  now  over- 
shadowing the  free  institutions  of  his  State,  and 
corrupting  the  fountains  of  the  elective  franchise. 

S,r,  appeal  after  appeal,  and  appeals  upon  ap- 
peals, have  been  made  to  the  State  rights  pat  ty 
here;  and  they  a-ked,  in  pretended  and  hypocriti- 
cal patriotic  tones,  if  they  will  stsn  i by  and  see  the 
broad  seal  of  a State  mutilated,  and  her  sovereignty 
dishonored.  The  State  Rights  party  has  Seen  vo- 
ciferated already,  until  it  has  become  a hackneyed 
phrase.  I suppose  the  State  Rights  patty  are  to 
be  the  jacks  upon  which  every  rkmagoglcai  trash 
is  to  be  packed  during  this  session.  Sir,  I have 
given  some  little  attention  to  the  subject  of  State 


Pugh's  doctrines,  and  my  application  has  led  me 

the  conclusion, 

1.  That  the  Federal  Government  can  exercise 
no  power  not  expressly  authorized  by  the  Consti- 
tution. 

2 That  the  States  can  do  every  thing  (not  mo- 
rally wrong)  which  is  not  expressly  prohibited 
by  the  Constitution. 

3.  That  the  Government  has  no  power  to  raise 
a revenue  to  the  amount  of  one  dollar  over  and 
above  what  is  wanted  for  the  support  of  the  Go- 
vernment, in  the  exercise  of  the  powers  for  which 
it  was  created. 

4 That  the  Federal  Government  was  formed 
for  the  purposes  of  national  defence,  as  well  to  the 
suppression  of  internal  dissensions  as  foreign  inva- 
sion, and  for  no  other. 

5.  That,  in  the  formation  of  laws  for  the  pur- 
poses of  revenue,  the  strictest  principles  of  equality 
should  be  sacredly  observed;  and  no  system  should 
be  established  which  would,  in  its  operations,  be- 
nefit one  part  of  the  Union  to  the  injury  of  another. 

G.  That  whatever  powers  the  F.  dend  Govern- 
ment possesses  were  surrendered  by  tne  Slates,  and 
are  limited  within  the  letter  of  the  Constitution, 
which  is  the  evidence  of  that  surrender. 

7.  That  whatever  powers  were  noUso  expressly 
surrendered,  were  reserved  to  the  people  and  the 
Slates. 

8.  That  a violation  of  any  or  all  of  these  prin- 
ciples, is  a violation  of  the  Constitution — an  in- 
fringement of  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  a sub- 
version of  the  free  institutions  and  sovereignty  of 
the  States  affected  by  such  violation. 

9.  That  the  sovereignty  of  a State  consists  in  the 
full  enjoyment  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  all  pow- 
ers, civil  and  religious,  not  surrendered  to  the 
Federal  Government;  and  m re  ^specially  the 
free  exercise  and  full  benefit  of  that  most  valuable 
and  sacred  of  a1 1 principles,  the  freedom  of  the 
elective  franchise. 

10.  That,  in  the  constitutional  exercise  of  power 
by  this  Blouse,  over  the  returns,  qualifications,  and 
elections  of  its  members,  the  inviolable  preservation 
of  free  sufrage  should  be  its  first  and  highest  ob- 
ject, as  the  only  means  by  which  the  rights  of  the 
people  can  be  secure  1,  ia  the  exercise  of  their  so- 
vereignty. And  the-e,  sir,  are  Moses  and  the  ten 
commandments,  which  I have  extracted  from  the 
sacred  book  of  State  rights. 

Now,  sir,  if  these  are  State  Rights  doctrines  I 
am  a State  Rghts  man;  and  I hereby  attach  my 
hand,  and  affix  my  seal,  and  swear  upon  the  altar 
to  maintain  them.  But  I have  yet  to  learn  that  the 
sovereignty  of  a S’ate,  and  the  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence of  her  people,  have  their  existence  in  the 
certificate  of  a Governor,  which  is  no  more  than 
prima  facie  evidence  of  a fact,  sometimes  of  a false- 
hood, and  his  seal,  which  only  evidences  his  official 
character.  This  is  a new  and  late  addition  to  the 
doctrine  i f State  Rights,  and  I undertake  to  say 
not  recogni  ed  as  orthodox  by  the  party;  and,  sir, 
cabs  upon  the  State  Rights  party  to  sus  ain  such 
a doctrine  as  this,  will  be  as  vain  as  the  call  of 
Dives  upon  Lazaus.  They  vi  1 be  unanswered 
by  every  State  Rights  man  who  properly  under- 
stands  the  creed  of  h s profession,  and  wnq.se  doc- 
trines are  not  in  maiket. 


Sir,  the  deadly  stab  that  the  free  suffrage  has  re- 
ceived by  the  hand  of  Governor  Pennington  and 
his  Privy  Council  is  not  confined  in  its  operations 
and  withering  effects  to  the  people  and  the  insiitu- 
Jions  of  New  Jersey;  it  is  general  and  wide  in  its 
operations;  it  spreads  pestilence,  sickness,  death, 
and  desol  ition  to  the  elective  franchise  and  free  in- 
stitutions of  other  States  and  other  people.  So  in- 
terwoven and  ident  fied  are  the  principles,  political 
and  civil,  of  all  the  States  and  people  of  this  broad 
spread  Union,  and  such  is  the  uniformity  of  prin- 
ciple upon  which  th  y are  based,  that  a violation 
■of  any  one  native  or  political  right  or  privilege  of 
a fundamental  character  never  fails  to  have  a cor- 
respond ng  effect  upon  the  whole,  and  more  espe- 
cially when  so  important  and  vital  a principle  as 
that  of  the  elective  franchise  receives  a wound,  the 
whole  political  frame,  Federal  and  Srate,  is  for  a 
time  palsied.  Why  is  it  that  we  have  a volcanic 
ag'tation  here,  whenever  any  order  is  attempted  to 
be  taken  in  behalf  of  modern  Abolitionism?  It  is 
not  because  gentlemen  who  repre  ent  the  Sou'h  or 
the  slave  States  feel  an  ab-tract  interest  in  favor  of 
the  perpetuity  of  slavery  in  the  Dis'rict  of  Colum- 
bia, or  the  bondage  of  the  enslaved  population 
within  it.  No;  I have  no  doubt  but  uhat  tbeu 
private  and  individual  feelings  are  against  both; 
but  it  is  because  they  look  upon  the  effoit  to  abo- 
lish slavery  in  the  District  as  an  officious  inter- 
meddling on  the  part  of  those  who  are  attempting 
it,  incompatible  with  the  reserved  rights  and  sove- 
reignty of  the  States,  and  a direct  effort  ot  the  people 
of  other  States  to  overthrow  the  institutions  o(  theirs. 
They  look  upon  it,  and  not  without  reason  and  just 
suspicion,  as  an  entering  wedge  to  the  introduction 
of  other  innovations,  and  the  exercise  of  other 
powers,  that  may  control  and  prostrate  the  insti- 
tutions of  the  South  which  may  not  be  fashionable  in 
the  North;  and  if  entertained  here,  they  have  no 
where  to  look  for  security  but  in  their  own  strength. 
God  knows,  and  my  readers  know,  who  have  read 
uaie,  that  I am  no  friend  to  slavery,  but  I am  a 
fiiend  to  the  duration  of  this  Union;  and  knowing, 
as  l do,  and  as  all  know,  that  this  Union  can  be 
perpetuated  in  no  other  way  than  by  a gtiict  adhe- 
rence to  the  letter  of  the  Constitution,  the  nar- 
rowest possible  exercise  of  Federal  powers,  the 
broadest  security  of  State  sovereignty,  and  the 
most  sacred  observance  of  the  conditions  upon 
which  this  Government  was  established.  I musi 
ever  feel  my  highest  duty  to  sustain  the  latter, 
while  1 have  only  the  right  and  the  feeling  io  de- 
plore and  lament  the  former.  Whenever  it  is  the 
expressed  wish  of  the  people  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia to  abolish  slavery  within  its  limi's,  it  will 
gratify  the  most  noble  feeling  of  my  heart  to  do  mv 
part  to  carry  out  that  wish;  but,  until  then,  I be- 
lieve we  have  about  as  much  right  to  interfere  with 
slavery  here  as  we  have  to  legislate  on  the  mise- 
rable condition  and  slavish  bondage  of  the  serfs  of 
Russia,  or  the  boors  of  Denmark. 

Yes,  sir,  the  causes  that  jive  lise  to  the  watchful 
jealousy  of  the  Souih,  in  relation  to  the  workings 
of  modern  Abolitionism,  illustrates  the  medium 
through  which  the  elective  franchise,  throughout 
this  Union,  has  been  wounded  by  the  stab  given 
by  Governor  Pennington  and  his  Privy  Council. 

But  softly,  gentlemen  of  the  South — you  of  the 


mofa i Whig  order.  Your  hurricanes  on  the  intro- 
duBR  of  Abolitionism  mu-t  come  down  to  gentle 
winds  and  suit  showers.  Your  late  Harrisburg 
Federal  Natio  ial  Republican  Wnig  Convention 
has  imposed  on  you,  if  not  an  Abolition,  candidate 
f<  r the  next  Presidency,  a candidate  of  the  Abolition 
party,  and  with  them  you  aie  ranked  to  fight 
shoulder  and  e bow;  soffit  is  your  desire  to  con- 
quer, yon  must  be  moderate  ant  yielding  with  your 
new  friends. 

Mr.  Speaker,  ours  is  a Government  of  ihe  people. 
That  is  to  say,  th?  people  govern.  They  govern  by 
their  representative,  their  julical,  their  minffte- 
rial,  and  iheir  executive  officer-.  Tne  officers  of 
thee  different  classes  are  but  the  politic ll  and  pub- 
lic servants  of  the  people,  and  the  people  are  their 
soveteign  principals  or  political  master-.  Prior  to 
the  establishment  of  our  Goverment  the  capacity  of 
man  to  govern  himself,  in  a political  sense,  was  a 
gr?at  problem,  which  had  never  been  (airly  and 
fully  solved.  Th?  Repub'ics,  as  they  weie  called, 
of  Carthage,  of  Greece,  of  Rome,  and  some  others 
of  the  old  world,  were,  in  a republican  sense,  of 
but  a limited  character. 

The  right  of  suffrage  was  not  enjoyed  to  its  full 
extent.  There  were  various  despotic  and  aiisto- 
cratic  restraints,  checks,  and  balances  thrown 
around  and  interwoven  in  all  their  political  institu- 
tions, incompatible  with  a free  government  of  ibe 
people.  Under  the  governmenis  of  the  old  world, 
there  were  no  people  who  maintained  longer  their 
free  institutions,  such  as  they  were,  than  did  the 
Carthaginians.  None  were  better  balanced  and 
secured  with  checks  than  were  the  political  institu- 
tions of  that  Republic.  Yet  their  constitutions, 
customs,  and  lav/s  contained  within,  themselves 
the  seeds  of  destruction,  and  th;  principal  of  these 
were  the  restraints  upon  the  freedom  of  the  elec- 
tive franchise  and  tite  circumscribed  rient  of  the 
people  to  hold  offices.  The  possession  of  property 
constituted  the  qualifications  in  both  cases. 

The  consequence  was,  that  patriotism,  talents 
and  virtue  were  disregarded  or  overlooked,  which 
was  sufficient  of  itself  to  seduce  and  corrupt  tn* 
whole  community,  and  prostrate  whatever  national 
freedom  they  enjoyed.  It  was  the  abuse  of  the 
elective  franchise, and  the  restraims  thrown  around 
it,  that  finally  subverted  the  Government.  It  was 
the  same  restraints,  and  the  same  abuse,  which 
enabled  the  overgrown  nobles  to  oppress  the  public 
liberty  of  Athens,  Syracuse,  Co.'inth,  Thebes  and 
overthrew  Rome  itself,  under  Scylla  and  Caesar. 
Rome  long  struggled  with  the  powers  tf  wealth, 
bribery  and  corruption  practised  by  the  patricians, 
and  ihose  in  power  and  those  s'riving  to  obtain 
power.  But  at  last,  by  reckless  ambition,  and  re- 
gardless violation  of  that  palladium  of  liberty, 
the  elective  franchise,  she  was  overcome  and  sacri- 
ficed at  their  shrine.  Her  death  struggle  survived 
four  hundred  years.  What  must  have  been  her 
strength  in  her  vigor  of  health?  Our  gabant  and 
biave  ancestors,  who  founded  this  Government 
upon  their  own  victories,  gained  on  fields  of 
blood,  were  not  ignorant  of  the  history  of  Ihe 
we  Id  of  man,  and  of  the  subversion  and  downfall 
of  all  the  Republics  that  had  ever  existed  before 
them.  They  were  familiar  with  the  melancholy 
tale  that  disclosed  the  fatal  effects  of  a limited  suf- 
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frage  and  the  abuses  of  the  elective  ffttnchise  by  I 
the  boundless  and  teckless  ambiiion  of  tlu^^ 
in  power,  and  those  in  pursuit  of  power. 

They  established  a free  Government  of  the  peo- 
ple with  a trembling  hand  and  fearful  apprehen- 
sions. Hence  the  apostolic,  paternal  and  patriotic 
care  with  which  our  political  fabric  is  framed; 
hence  the  jealous  care  with  which  all  its  parts  are 
guarded;  and  none  were  intended  to  be  guarded 
with  so  much  vigilance  as  that  of  suffrage,  and  the 
free  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise — knowing, 
as  they  did,  and  as  experience  will  prove,  that  the 
duration  of  the  work  of  their  hands,  and  the  per- 
petuity of  the  human  liberty  they  had  purchased 
with  their  blood  and  toil,  must  depend  upon  the 
sacred  and  inviolate  preservation  of  that  franchise 
in  its  pristine  purity.  Sir,  a due  reverence  for  the 
Revolutionary  spirit  that  walks  (though  unseen) 
amongst  us — a reverence  for  the  memory  of  the 
patriots  of  that  Revolution  which  overthrew  the 
crown,  and  broke  the  crosier  that  enslaved  the 
body  and  imprisoned  the  soul— a proper  regard  to 
our  own  h ghest  inteiests,  and  aboye  all,  that 
sacred  obligation  that  rests  upon  us  to  transmit  to 
those  who  are  to  come  after  ns  uncontaminated 
the  boon  which  has  been  transmitted  to  us — im- 
periously demand  that  we  should  suffer  no  vio- 
lence to  that  most  sacred  of  all  our  institutions, 
the  elective  franchise.  But,  sir,  in  the  face  of 
these  obligations,  which  we  have  no  power  to  can- 
cel at  our  own  will,  we  have  seen  fearful  and 
alarming  innovations  as  well  upon  the  domains  of 
the  Constitution  as  upon  the  freedom  of  the  elec- 
tive franchise.  Sir,  we  have  seen  this  Govern- 
ment shaken  with  earthquake  violence,  from  its  cen- 
tre to  its  circumference,  and  our  free  institutions 
reel  and  totter  like  a drunken  man,  by  a reckless 
disregard  of  the  sanctity  of  the  Constitution,  and 
violat  ng  the  freedom  of  the  right  of  suffrage. 
Avarice,  ambition,  and  a love  of  power — which  in 
their  natuie  are  reckless  as  to  every  other  interest 
except  their  own — have  been  the  instruments  by 
which  all  Republics  that  have  gone  before  us  have 
been  prostrated  and  consigned  'o  the  dust. 

Sir,  at  the  formation  of  our  Government,  there 
was  a party  who  denied  to  the  pteople  the  integrity, 
intelligence,  stability,  and  virtue  necessary  for 
self-government.  Sir,  such  a denial  is  a Slander 
upon  the  human  family,  and  degrading  to  him  who 
makes  it;  but  such  was  the  fact.  And  the  same 
party  have,  from  the  commencement  of  our  na- 
tional career,  to  this  time,  been  unsparing  in  their 
efforts  to  carry  out  in  principle, what  they  had  not  the 
power  to  establish  in  practice,  viz:  any  thing  but  a 
Republican  Government,  free  institutions,  and  equal 
rights.  It  was  said  by  the  same  party,  that  all  the 
Republics  had  been  overthrown  by  the  seditions  of 
the  people,  and  ours  would  share  the  same  fate; 
and  such  would  be  the  fate  of  every  Government 
of  the  many.  Not  so,  sir ; they  have  a!l  be=m  over- 
thrown by  the  ambition,  avarice,  and  love  of 
power  of  the  few — for  want  of  a sufficient  portion  of 
the  control  of  Government  in  the  hands  of  the 
many.  Sir,  that  same  aristocratic  spirit  which  has 
ever  characterzied  a want  of  confidence  in  the  vir- 
tue and  intelligence  of  the  people,  and  a disregard 
for  their  political  rights  has  been  boldly  manifested 
in  this  contest,  in  the  unexampled  and  desperate 
effort  to  secure  seats  in  this  Congress,  to  the  mem- 1 


bers  of  Governor  Pennington,  and  his  Privy  Coun- 
cil, to  the  exclusion  of  the  members  of  the  sove- 
reign people  of  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I am  no  advocate  for  capital  pu- 
nishment. I have  been  disposed  to  doubt  the  right 
of  any  Government,  or  any  political  human  esta- 
blishment or  association,  to  inflict  it.  I have  been 
induced  to  give  much  weight  and  character  to  that 
dixit  of  the  Almighty,  by  the  mouth  of  his  prophet, 
that  “vengeance  is  mine."  But  if  there  is  any  crime 
of  which  man  is  capable,  for  which  death  ought  to 
be  inflicted,  it  is  that  of  treason  against  his  Govern- 
ment; and  if  there  is  any  grade  or  compai  i.-on  in 
treason,  it  se^ms  to  me  that  a wilful  and  corrupt 
violation  of  the  elective  franchise  is  superlative  trea- 
son. If  there  is  any  one  crime  against  the  Go- 
vernment involving  a principle  of  treason  more 
alarming  and  dangerous  than'aimther,  it  is  such  a 
violation.  If  there  is  any  one  crime  of  treason  that 
more  deserves  the  curse  of  God,  and  the  universal 
execration  ol  man,  more  than  another,  it  is  the 
treasonable1  crime  of  violating  the  purity  of  the 
elective  franchise,  and' trampling  in  the  dust  the 
voice  of  a free  people. 

Mr.  Speaker,  since  the  organization  of  our  Go- 
vernment there  never  has  been  so  flagrant  an 
abuse  of  the  elective  privilege  presented  for  the 
consideration  of  this  House,  or  any  other  legisla- 
tive body.  It  is  the  right  of  this  b'dy  to  take  such 
order  as  the  extremity  of  the  case  demands.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  House,  as  far  as  possible,  to  pre- 
vent the  repeiition  of  such  a case  hereafter. 
The  workers  of  this  base  iniquity  should  receive 
the  brand  of  infamy  that  should  point  them  out  to 
all  living,  as  execrable  outcasts,  while  they  are 
permitted  to  linger  out  their  degraded  live=,  and 
stamp  their  memory  indelibly  with  infamy  through 
all  time  to  come,  -s  an  example  to  the  reckless 
wretch  who  might  so  far  forget  his  sacred  obliga- 
tions as  to  be  disposed  to  perpetrate  a like  treason. 
Our  duties  to  the  injured,  insulted,  and  outraged 
people  of  New  Jersey,  demand  that  we  should 
lake  such  an  order.  Tup  obligations  we  owe 
to  ourselves,  in  common  with  those  we  tepresenr, 
and  those  who  are  to  follow  us,  demand  it.  The 
Constitution,  and  the  solemn  oath  we  have 
taken  to  support  that  Constitution,  and  defend 
it  inviolate,  demand  it;  and,  above  all,  the 
obligation  of  patriotism,  religion,  and  morality, 
which  we  have  made  uncompromising  by  our 
approach  to  the  throne  of  eternal  justice  and 
divine  accountability,  when  we  took  the  solemn 
oath,  in  the  presence  of  God,  and  confirmed  it  with 
uplifted  hands  or  the  kiss  of  His  holy  word,  binds 
us  to  take  such  order  as  shall  forever  again  pro- 
tect the  hallowed  cause  of  the  elective  franchise 
from  the  polluted  footstep  of  the  betrayer  of  human 
liberty,  and  corrupt  and  reckless  demagogue. 
Let  us,  therefore,  this  time,  divest  our  skirts  of  that 
party  spirit  which  seems  to  have  overshadowed  the 
bri?hter-t  prospects  of  our  country,  and  swabowed 
in  i'S  vortex  those  reli2iuus,  moral,  and  patriotic 
ob'igations,  upon  the  sacred  observance  of  which 
alone  rest  the  duration  of  our  Government  and 
the  stabilitiy  of  our  free  institutions,  and  with 
one  voice  and  with  one  action  meet  the  ca^e, 
and  dispose  of  it  as  the  highest  interest  of  our  com- 
I mon  country  demands. 


